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IINN  TTHHIISS  IISSSSUUEE::  
  

  

  

SSPPAACCEE::  AA  TTOOPPIICCAALL  FFRROONNTTIIEERR  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                  GGEERRMMAANN  SSTTAATTEESS  --  BBEERRGGEEDDOORRFF  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philatelic Travelogue:  Aix-en-Provence 
 
 

  

  

  

PPLLUUSS::  

  22002211  AAPPSS  AARRTTIICCLLEE  OOFF  DDIISSTTIINNCCTTIIOONN  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  

  HHOOWW  II  BBEECCAAMMEE  AA  SSTTAAMMPP  CCOOLLLLEECCTTOORR  

  HHOOPPEE  IINN  TTHHEE  AAIIRR::  TTHHEE  PPHHIILLAATTEELLIICC  DDOOVVEE  OOFF  PPEEAACCEE  

NNAAVVIIGGAATTIINNGG  OOUURR  FFOORRUUMM  

   

  

Write for Your Stamp Forum’s Newsletter 
 

We are always looking for articles of a philatelic nature for publication in the Newsletter. These can vary in 
length from 1 page to several and can cover any topic imaginable as long as there is a philatelic connection. 
Well-researched articles, tips for collectors, stamp collecting memories, stamp show and philatelic book 
reviews, etc., are all welcome topics. Just send us a text file with some supporting image files and we’ll take 
care of the editing and layout. The Forum and its Newsletter need your support so please help us!  

TTHHEE  SSTTAAMMPP  FFOORRUUMM  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR   
  

EEDDIITTOORR::  SStteevvee  TToommiisseekk  ((ttoommiisseekkssjj))  
AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT  EEDDIITTOORRSS::  

        JJeerrrryy  BBooddooffff  ((JJeerrrryyBB))  

        PPeetteerr  WWaarree  ((bbrriigghhttoonnppeettee))  
  

FFOORRUUMM  SSTTAAFFFF  
FFOOUUNNDDEERR::  JJaacckk  WWiittcchheerr  ((iirriisshhjjaacckk))  

AADDMMIINN//MMOODDEERRAATTOORR  TTEEAAMM::  

        CChhrriiss  DDoorrnn  ((BBeerryylllliiuumm  GGuuyy))  

        MMiicchhaaeell  HHiiddee  ((LLoonnddoonnbbuuss11))  
        RRyyaann  DDaavveennppoorrtt  ((RRyyaann))  

        SStteevvee  TToommiisseekk  ((AAddmmiinn//ttoommiisseekkssjj))  
  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  iiss  

aa  qquuaarrtteerrllyy  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  TThhee  SSttaammpp  

FFoorruumm..  OOppiinniioonnss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  aarrttiicclleess  
iinn  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  

rreessppeeccttiivvee  aauutthhoorrss  aanndd  aarree  nnoott  

nneecceessssaarriillyy  eennddoorrsseedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFoorruumm..  
TThhee  FFoorruumm  ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  

tthhee  aaccccuurraaccyy  ooff  aannyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

pprriinntteedd  hheerreeiinn..  
  

EEddiittoorriiaall  aanndd  FFoorruumm  ssttaaffff  mmaayy  bbee  

ccoonnttaacctteedd  uussiinngg  tthhee  FFoorruumm’’ss  ppeerrssoonnaall  
mmeessssaaggee  ((PPMM))  ssyysstteemm..  TThhee  EEddiittoorr  aanndd  

FFoorruumm  AAddmmiinn  mmaayy  aallssoo  bbee  ccoonnttaacctteedd  

aatt  ssttaammppffoorruumm..nneett@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm..  
  

EEssttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  22001133,,  TTSSFF  iiss  aann  oonnlliinnee  

ssttaammpp  cclluubb  wwiitthh  aa  wwoorrllddwwiiddee  
mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp..  TThhee  FFoorruumm  iiss  aallssoo  

CChhaapptteerr  11559911  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  

PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy..  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  iiss  ffrreeee  
aanndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  oonnlliinnee  aatt  

hhttttpp::////tthheessttaammppffoorruumm..bbooaarrddss..nneett//  
  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  aanndd  tthhiiss  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  wwhhoollllyy  mmeemmbbeerr  

ssuuppppoorrtteedd..  

mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
http://thestampforum.boards.net/
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Forum & APS Chapter 1591 Update 
 
This exceptionally late issue of the Newsletter marks the start of our 5th year of publication. During that 
time, we’ve seen increasing participation from the membership in submitting material for publication—
a positive development for which we are grateful. Please accept my sincere apology for the delay. 
 
As of this writing (Nov 30, 2020) our ranks have grown to almost 590 members and the Forum has over 
7,000 threads and 107,000 posts. This growth is welcome, but it brings some increased administrative 
and financial costs. My thanks go to both our Moderator Team and Assistant Newsletter Editors for their 
assistance and contributions to the continued success of the Forum and its Newsletter. 
 
Thanks are also due to those members who financially support the Forum.  The recent auction 
conducted via Zoom has added almost $160.00 to the amount of funds readily available to meet future 
obligations. The Forum’s receipts and expenditures are available for viewing here.   
 
The Forum’s APS Chapter membership dues have been paid for calendar year 2021. One positive 
outcome of the pandemic is that APS has significantly improved its online presence. If you haven’t 
visited the APS website lately, please take some time to do so. Also, if you are not a member, please 
consider joining. Member benefits may be viewed here. 
 
Lastly, I’m hopeful that all of our members, and their loved ones, remain safe and healthy in this trying 
time. While effective vaccines are on the horizon, please remain vigilant until such time as we are able 
to return to some semblance of normalcy. 
 

Steve Tomisek 
Forum Admin/APS Chapter Ambassador  

https://thestampforum.boards.net/post/89576/thread
https://stamps.org/
https://stamps.org/join-now
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TSF’s APS Articles of Distinction  
By Editorial Staff 
 
To date, our Forum, APS Chapter 1591, has submitted four articles for publication on the American 

Philatelic Society’s website. Each has a link that will bring readers to our Forum. In addition to the 

recognition afforded The Stamp Forum, the articles’ authors receive a certificate of achievement from 

APS. 

 

The articles chosen to represent our Forum in each of the annual competitions conducted thus far are 

shown below, and each may be viewed by clicking on their respective link.  

 

 2017 The 1926 Madrid-Manila Flight – A Pioneering Journey 

 

 2018 Visiting Stamp Shops Around the World 

 

 2019 USS Constitution – America’s Ship of State 

 

 2020 Philatelic Travelogue: Paris and Its Stamp Market 

 

The 2021 selection will be made during September and your participation is essential in helping to 

identify the best of the best. Four articles will be competing for the distinction of being selected as The 

Stamp Forum’s 2021 APS Article of Distinction – one from each issue published this year.  

 

Please make your selection from this Volume 5 issue before life gets in the way. The individual issue 

polls will close on August 31, 2021 at Midnight, New York time. You may make your selection(s) by 

clicking here. 

 

If you enjoy reading the Newsletter, please show its contributors your appreciation by making your 

selections known.  

https://classic.stamps.org/Articles-of-Distinction
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/Madrid-Manila-Flight-2017.pdf
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/Visiting-stamp-shops-2018.pdf
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/USS-Constitution-2019.pdf
https://tsfimagehost.net/TSFNews/V4.1.pdf
http://thestampforum.boards.net/board/646/current-year-selections
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Space: A Topical Frontier (Part 1) 
By John Macco (astp007) 
 

Mariner-10 First Voyage to Mercury 
 
The United States Postal Service, in 
conjunction with Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, authorized the use of the 
slogan cancel honoring Mariner-10. 
The slogan cancel reads: MARINER-
10/FIRST VOYAGE/TO MERCURY and 
was used at the Pasadena, Ca. 91109 
post office. Periods of use coincided 
with the Mariner-10 Mercury 
Encounters. 
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Fifth Anniversary of the Apollo-11 Moon Landing 
 
A slogan cancel honoring the 5th anniversary of Apollo-11 moon landing was used from June 20 through 
August 20, 1974 from the following post offices: Atlanta, Georgia 30304, Boston, Massachusetts 02109, 
Chicago, Illinois 60607, Dallas, Texas 75221, Denver, Colorado 80202, Los Angeles, California 90052, New 
York, New York 10001, San Francisco, California 94101, Seattle, Washington 98109, Washington, DC 
20013 and Cape Canaveral, Florida 32920. 
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NASA'S 25th Anniversary - 1983 
 
In 1983, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
its establishment in 1958. The United States Postal Service authorized 20 cities to use special slogan 
machine cancellations which honored NASA's 25th anniversary. The 20 cities were the following: 
Washington, DC 20013, Pasadena, California 91109, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, Houston, Texas 77201, 
Huntsville, Alabama 35813, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401, Boston, Massachusetts 02205, Seattle, 
Washington 98109, Moffett Field, California 94035, New York, New York 10001, Los Angeles, California 
90052, Chicago, Illinois 60607, Dallas, Texas 75260, New Orleans, Louisiana 70113, Miami, Florida 
33152, St Louis, Missouri 63155, San Francisco, California 94188, Memphis, Tennessee 38101, 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 and Hampton, Virginia 23670. Shown are postmarks from some of the cities 
that returned covers. 
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How I Became a Stamp Collector 
By Mike Vagnetti (sleuth) 
 
It all started with coins.  That’s what I collected as a kid.  My father worked at the Ford Motor 
Company’s Highland Park, Michigan Tractor Plant.  In the mid-to-late 1950’s, every Friday evening, my 
two younger brothers and I would meet our Dad at the corner bus stop on his way home.  In one hand 
he carried his lunch pail and in the other a canvas sack of rolled coins.  You see, my Dad would stop at 
the bank on the way home and cash his paycheck for those rolled coins.  That was part of the routine, 
the ritual.  Hurrying home with our 
stash, we would proceed to dump 
the rolled coins in the middle of our 
living room floor and, carefully 
opening the rolls, exposing our loot.  
We searched through the pennies, 
nickels, dimes and quarters for any 
that were missing from our blue 
Whitman heavy cardboard coin 
folders.  When our search was over, 
we had to count and re-roll those coins for deposit back into the bank sometime the following week.  
We learned trading skills, how to evaluate condition and math as we looked for quality pieces during 
those wonderful times together.  I’m still missing that “holy grail” of all kid’s coin collections, the 1909 S-
VDB Lincoln Head penny, but I have those blue folders to this day!  
 
All our family had the collecting bug.  For me it was coins, then baseball cards, and now stamps.  Those 
fascinating, beautiful, tiny pieces of art, every one holding in it a story waiting to be read, as if it were a 
best-selling novel.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Editor’s Note:  If you’d like to share your story, we’ll include it in a future issue. Just send the text to us at 
stampforum.net@gmail.com. Send any associated images as separate files.] 

 
 
 

mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
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German States – Bergedorf: 1861-1867 
By Morten Munck (classicalstamps) 
 
Bergedorf is a small city situated at the mouth of the Elbe River in Northern 
Germany. It was not an independent territory, but was governed by Hamburg 
and Lübeck. 
 
The postal history of Bergedorf began on June 25, 1859, when Postmaster Franz-
Wilhelm Ludwig Paalzow asked Amtmann Dr. Theodor Daniel Kauffmann for 
permission to issue postage stamps. 
 
On November 1, 1861, a series of 5 stamps were issued: “Ein Halber” (one half), “Ein” (one), “Ein und Ein 
Halb” (one and one half), “Drei” (three) and “Vier” (four)  schillinge (shillings). 
 
The motive of the series was a combination of the coat of arms of Hamburg and Lübeck. The letters "L H 
P A" in the corners of the center piece stands for “Lubeck-Hamburgisches-Post-Amt”. 
 
The stamps were lithographed by the printing works of Carl Fuchs of Hamburg. Proofs and essays of 
various colors exist. Note that Sperati made a forgery of the “Ein Halber“ proof in black. 
 
The stamps were valid until the separate Bergedorf postal service was abolished on December 31, 1867. 
 
The most common postmark is 5 straight lines: other more decorative postmarks were 
also used. 
 
Of particular collectible interest are Bergedorf postmarks on foreign stamps. These 
exist on stamps from Denmark, Schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg, Preussen and 
Norddeutsche Postbezirk. 
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Ein Halber (One-Half) Schilling 
 
There were two printings of “Ein Halber” schilling. The first printing was done on November 1st, 1861, 
the 2nd printing in 1867. Both printings were done in sheets of 2x100 consisting of 16 transfer blocks, 
each containing 12 positionable stamps (plus 2x4 single stamps of the same 12 types). 
 

 
 
According to Kohl1, the following numbers of stamps were issued: 
 

 
 

Note: These numbers contradict the information in Michel2, which has the 1st printing at 160,000 and 
the 2nd printing at 40,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Kohl Briefmarken Handbuch, Band I (1926) 
2 Michel, Deutschland Spezial, Band I 1849-1945 (2015) 
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Position 1  
 

1st Printing: 
- Colored dot on “L” 
- Small line in the head of “T” 
- Broken line below “T” 
- Cut into 2nd “L” in SCHILLING 

 
2nd Printing: 
- Colored dot on “L” 
- Unnoticeable dot in “T” 
- Broken line below “T” 
- Cut into 2nd “L” in SCHILLING 

 
 
Position 2 

 
Both Printings: 
- Base of “G” in SCHILLING defaced 

 
 
 

 
Position 3 
 

Both Printings: 
- Colored dot below “C” 
- Spot right of top-right ½ 
- Black line above “B” 

 
 
 

 
Position 4 

 
Both Printings: 
- Dot on ring below “H” 
- Crossbar broken in “H” in HALBER 
- Spot of color in “B” in BERGEDORF 
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Position 5 
 

Both Printings: 
- Black line in “B” (often not visible in 2nd printing) 
- Black color in the right leg of “H” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Position 6 

 
 
 
 
 

- Dash to the left of “1” in the ½ value box in the 
top-left corner 

- Cut in the frame above “N” in EIN 
- Two small lines that form a “>” in the ½ value  

 box in the top-right corner 
 
 
 

 
Position 7 

 
Both Printings: 
- “I” in EIN is broken at the top 

 
 
 
 

 
Position 8 

 
 

Both Printings: 
- 1st “R” in BERGEDORF broken 
- Break in frame above 2nd “R” in BERGEDORF 
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Position 9 
 
 
 
 

- Spot of color on the left side of “I” in EIN 
- Black spot in “O” in POSTMARKE 
- Bottom left value box damaged 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Position 10 
 

Both Printings: 
- “IL” in SCHILLING defaced by black color 

 
There is an exception in the 16th transfer block of the 1st printing. The 
printing stone has been repaired, but the “L” is still a bit too short. 
 

 
Position 11 

  
Both Printings: 
- Large bump on the trendline below “L” 
- Small bump on the trendline below “S” 

 
 
 

 
Position 12 

 
 
 
 

- Striking pressure drops in the tower of coat of arms 
 
 
 
 
 

- Very striking pressure drops in the tower of coat of arms 
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Genuine Characteristics of Both Printings 
 

 
 

1. Back of the “1” is in line with the back of the “2” 
2. No spot in the upper part of the “N” in EIN 
3. In general, clean, clear crossbars in all letters “A” and “H” 
4. Wavy lines in the head and neck 
5. Horizontal line in the middle of the ring 
6. Upper part of the shield has three long and one short line 
7. Minimal space between “D” and “O” in BERGEDORF 
8. In general, clear, distinct loops of the ring-shaped coat of arms frame 
9. Narrow space between “R” and “K” in POSTMARKE 
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In June 1868, six months after the abolition of the separate Bergedorf postal 
service, the original printing stones were sold to the Belgian stamp dealer Jean-
Baptiste Moens, along with the remaining stock of stamps. 
 
Moens used the printing stones to extensively produce unofficial “reprints”. The 
market is still flooded with these reprints, which by their nature should be 
considered forgeries. 
 
In addition to the Moens reprints, both Billig3 and Bohne4 list six different types 
of forgeries. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                             
3 Grosses Handbuch der Fälschungen, no. 7, Bergedorf (1934) 
4 GPS Forgery Manuals, Bergedorf 
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Philatelic Travelogue:  A Year-and-a-Half in Aix-en-Provence 
By Chris Dorn (Beryllium Guy) 
 
In 1989, a British expatriate named Peter Mayle wrote a book titled A Year in Provence, describing his 
and his wife’s first year of living in the Provence region of France.  Despite its being heralded as an 
excellent and entertaining work, I never read it until I finally came to live in Provence myself, nearly 30 
years later.  From April 2018 through September 2019, my wife and I lived in Aix-en-Provence, a town of 
more than 140,000 people, located in southeastern France, about a 30-minute drive north of Marseille, 
the second largest city in the country. 
 
Now that our time in Provence has come to an end, it seemed fitting to write a bit about our experience, 
and a little bit about the town we called home for 18 months, Aix-en-Provence. 
 

Brief History of Aix-en-Provence 
A Roman Consul named Sextius Calvinus founded what we know today as Aix-en-Provence (“Aix” for 
short) in the year 123 B.C.  In Latin, the city name was Aquae Sextiae, which means “Waters of Sextius”, 
as the site of the city was known for its natural hot springs.  There is still at least one fountain of 
naturally warm spring water today, and in more recent eras, Aix is sometimes referred to as the City of a 
Thousand Fountains.  Even on a short walk around Aix these days, you can easily see many water 
fountains of all sizes, types, and designs, and from different eras in the city’s history.  After some 
reflection, considering that Aix has a history spanning more than 2,100 years, I have concluded that a 
thousand fountains seems like quite a reasonable number! 
 
Unlike other Provence towns, such as Arles and Nîmes, aside from some of the street and place names, 
Aix has lost most of its vestiges of the Roman era.  One exception to that is a site of some Roman 
architectural ruins that were recently discovered during renovations to the square in front of the Palais 
de Justice (the local courthouse).  The discovery dramatically slowed down the project to renovate the 
square, but in the end, city officials found an elegant solution.  The ruins were revealed so that they 
could be seen and appreciated by passers-by. Durable glass-like transparent panels were installed above 
them, on the same level of the paving stones in the square, so that the space was also functional for 
pedestrians. 
 

Stamps are the Inspiration 
Amy’s and my move to Aix was prompted by a work opportunity for me. Since my stamp collecting ways 
follow me wherever I go, I took them with me this time also.  My first source of stamps in Aix was the 
dealer Pascal who appeared at the local street market. Later I 
met Xavier (@hrdoktorx) at work, and he and I have 
exchanged quite a few stamps since then.  But there was also 
an unexpected source of stamps…. my wife Amy! 
 
In the spring of 2019, Amy surprised me for my birthday with 
the gift of an old cookie tin filled with stamps that she bought 
at a second-hand shop in Aix.  Thanks to her resourcefulness, 
I was able to go back to the same shop and buy a second tin 
full of stamps after my birthday.  Most of what was found in 
those tins was old stamps on piece, torn from envelopes.  
There were the occasional unused stamps as well, mostly 
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from France, often in the form of blocks of four or other small multiples.  But there were also some 
unexpected finds, including two sets of Cinderella poster stamps depicting scenes in and around Aix, 
printed by Editions ARS Marseille, probably in the 1930s. 

 
With some help from 
Michael Hide 
(@Londonbus1), I learned 
that the original printer, 
Editions ARS Marseille, 
was bought out in 1996 
and became part of a 
larger firm, known today 
as Editions ARS Magna.  It 
seems that these days, 
ARS Magna is a specialty 
publishing house with a 
focus on “revolutionary 
nationalist” works, and 
their current list comprises 
more than 100 titles.  It 
would seem that the 
printing of poster stamps 
is no longer part of the 
program. 
 

Through his Cinderella connections (Fairy Godmother, perhaps!?) Michael was also able to track down 
the Aix poster stamps in an old catalogue titled Les Vignettes Touristiques Françaises de l’Imprimerie de 
Vaugirard (“French Tourist Cinderellas of the Vaugirard Printing House”), in English, by Gaston Degardin 
and Louis Granger.  Brief research on the Vaugirard Printing House reveals that it operated in Paris from 
about 1890-1939.  Vaugirard seems to have been known for art poster printing.  Based on that sort of 
expertise, one could imagine that it would have been a good choice for printing a stamp catalogue with 
illustrations. 
 
Vaugirard’s time of operations suggests that our earlier guess of 1930s as the era when the stamps were 
printed is entirely possible.  The catalogue indicates that were four different stamp designs, which were 
printed in three colors:  blue, violet, and sepia.  These four designs appear as numbers 9-12 in the 
Degardin catalogue.  We know that there were at least 12 stamps in the complete set, but I understand 
that the catalogue may not be comprehensive, and it may be that there were additional designs and/or 
colors, who knows? 
 
After taking a look at these stamps, I decided that it would be fun to go to the sites depicted on each 
stamp and try to get a current photo to see how much or how little each scene had changed.  Here is a 
tour of some sites around Aix, as depicted on art-deco style Cinderella poster stamps shown right 
alongside modern-day photos of the same places. 
 

La Fontaine de la Place de la Mairie 
As a point of information, nowadays, this same square is called “Place de l’Hôtel de Ville”.  When René 
(@renden) and his wife Denise visited us in Aix, we went to a café in this square for a drink one 
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afternoon, and our view of the square from 
the terrace of the café was not unlike the 
scene on the stamp.  I was curious about the 
name change for the square, and a little 
research provided the answer.  According to 
the Larousse Dictionary, the terms “Mairie” 
and “Hôtel de Ville” are synonyms for what 
we would call a City Hall in the U.S. 
 
In practice, there is a difference in usage 
between the two terms, which has to do with 
the size and importance of the town in 
question.  The term Mairie is normally used 
when referring to smaller villages, while the 
term Hôtel de Ville is used to describe the 
City Hall for a larger, more important town.  
It seems that Aix’s status has changed from 
being considered more as a town to an 
important city in the 80 years or so since 
these stamps were issued.  In any case, this is 
still a beautiful square today, and it is the site 
of many markets, celebrations, and other 
local activities. 
 

La Place des Prêcheurs 
Unfortunately, for most of the time that we lived in Aix, this square was a major construction site.  Much 

of the work on the square itself was 
completed by the time the photo was 
taken, but as you can see, the façade of 
the Church of the Madeleine, on the 
right side of the photo, is blocked by 
scaffolding, which in turn, is covered by 
a huge tarp with an image of the church 
on it.  Hopefully by now, nearly a year 
later, the work will have been 
completed. 
 
This square is also the site of the open-
air food market, which features fresh 
fish, cheeses, sausage, fruits, and 
vegetables, as well as stalls selling hot 
food.  The market takes place on three 
mornings each week.  During the 
construction period, when the square 
was torn up, the food market was held 
in one of the main streets in town, 
which was blocked off from traffic for a 
few hours on those days. 
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La Fontaine des 4 Dauphins 
As mentioned near the beginning of this 
article, Aix is famous for having lots of 
fountains of all sizes and descriptions, and this 
one with the 4 dolphins is one of the best-
known.  It was built in 1667 by a sculptor 
named Jean-Claude Rambot.  The Baroque-
style dolphins are supporting an obelisk, 
which has a pineapple on top.  It is my 
understanding that back in those days, 
pineapples were very rare in Europe, and 
were, therefore, a symbol of wealth and 
prosperity that could only be afforded by the 
rich. 
 
It is perhaps no coincidence then, that this 
fountain stands in the heart of the Mazarin 
Quarter of Aix, which was long home to the 
city’s nobility.  Even today, the Mazarin is one 
of the nicest and most expensive parts of Aix 
and is also home to many upscale shops and 
restaurants. 
 

Les Gorges du Verdon 
Of the four places depicted in these beautiful poster stamps, the Verdon Gorge is the one we did not 
visit during our time in Aix.  Much like the Grand Canyon in the U.S., the gorge is a canyon carved into 
the landscape by a river, in this case the Verdon River, which gets its name from the distinctive greenish-

turquoise color of its waters.  The gorge 
is about 25km (15.5 mi) long and up to 
700 meters (0.4 mi) deep.  At the end of 
the canyon, the Verdon River flows into 
a man-made lake, named Lac de Sainte-
Croix. 
 
The Gorge is still a popular tourist 
destination, owing in part to its 
proximity to the French Riviera.  It is 
possible to drive around the rim, hike 
along trails, rock-climb on the limestone 
canyon walls, or rent kayaks to navigate 
on the river itself.  All of these activities 
afford spectacular views, albeit from 
different perspectives.  The Verdon 
Gorge is described by some as the 
world's second biggest canyon, after the 
Grand Canyon.  It is clearly a place that I 
still hope to visit one of these days. 
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La Fontaine de la Rotonde 
Despite the fact that our “tour” of Aix from the 
poster stamps has now reached its end, I cannot 
finish without including an image of the most 
famous landmark of all, the Grand Fountain in the 
center of the city.  In thinking about this, I 
wondered why the designer(s) of the stamps had 
not done one for this most famous of Aix places, 
but I think I can guess why. 
 
I think that it is a simple question of compatibility 
of the image with the format of the stamps.  The 
Grand Fountain is 12m (39 ft) high and 32m (105 
ft) in diameter, nearly three times as wide as it is 
tall.  Images of the complete fountain are normally 
“landscape” rather “portrait” in style, so it would 
have been challenging to make a nice-looking 
stamp in the portrait style.  But that’s just my 
opinion.  If any member can suggest another 
plausible reason, I would be delighted to hear it. 
 
A quick overview on some relevant history: the 
Place de la Rotonde was built from 1840-1850, 
just as the image of Queen Victoria was gracing 
the world’s first postage stamps.  The Grand 
Fountain was built in the center of the site in 
1860, designed by a civil engineer named 
Théophile de Tournadre, who specialized in 
bridges and roadways. 
 
The Grand Fountain is also sometimes referred to as the Fountain of the Three Graces, as it is topped by 
the sculptures of three allegorical female figures representing Justice, which faces towards the Cours 
Mirabeau, Aix’s most prominent street; Agriculture, which faces towards Marseille; and the Fine Arts, 
which faces towards Avignon.  The other ornamental figures surrounding the fountain include twelve 
lions, accompanied by sirens, swans, and angels on the backs of dolphins. 
 
In my opinion, it is a Grand Fountain indeed, in every sense of the word, and it is a fitting place to 
conclude our tour.  Aix-en-Provence is a beautiful, classic French city.  I had the good fortune to live 
there for 18 months, and I hope to return again sometime in the future.  I can unreservedly recommend 
it as a fine place to visit for any who are inclined to travel. 
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Hope in the Air: The Philatelic Dove of Peace 
By Michael Hide (@Londonbus1) 
 
It's been a tough year for us all. The Pandemic has hit us hard the world over and affected everyone in 
some way; political upheavals have come to the fore in many places and no more so than in the USA and 
my country, Israel. 
 
So it was with great surprise and much excitement when news came through recently about the peace 
deal between Israel and the United Arab Emirates, brokered by the brave efforts of President Trump and 
the USA. Even more good news followed that other countries in the area and beyond will follow suit in 
the near future. Will I be allowed to envisage the day when the whole of the Middle East is at peace and 
prospering? Or maybe I am getting ahead of myself? 
 
Whatever the future holds, and to steer clear of politics in our hobby (although they are often indelibly 
entwined), the news of peace had me scurrying to modify an article I wrote years ago without a thought 
of Cinderellas in mind! 
 
Our perception of the Dove as a symbol of peace is 
rooted in the famous lines of Genesis, when Noah 
set free a Dove from the Ark and the bird returned 
holding an olive branch to signal the end of the 
violent floods.....on this occasion, there truly was 
peace on earth! In scripture the dove is associated 
with the Holy Spirit coming upon someone at a 
specific time for a specific task, and it became 
firmly established as an international symbol of 
peace in 1949, when Picasso's famous iconic dove 
lithograph was selected for the poster of the first 
International Peace Congress held in Paris. It was Picasso's Dove of Peace that became the emblem for 
the Peace Movement and a universal symbol of hope during the Cold War. 

 
The dove has long been used on stamps, covers and cinderellas, 
most often to commemorate the end of a war or to mark 
important anniversaries and conferences of international 
organizations that work for peace. Hopner's hugely symbolic 
1947 Allied Occupation of Germany stamps (SG#945-48) is one 
of my early favorites. The broken chains on the hands freeing the 
dove are an evocative interpretation of the end of the war and 
hope for the future. 
 
The Dove of Peace was a symbol of hope for our village in the 
1950s (then a Kibbutz). It was also part of the central design for 
the office logo and notice boards, designed as such in large part 
due to the friendly relations with our Arab neighbors, which exist 
until today. Much later, this writer incorporated the design into 
a Postage stamp at the 2004 National Stamp Exhibition.  
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British interpretations 
Since World War II, the dove as a peace symbol has 
featured on a number of issues from Great Britain. 
The first was the 3d value of the 1946 Victory showing 
the bird in flight over symbols of repair and 
reconstruction, a wall, trowel, set square and 
compass....and with a ribbon-like scroll joining them 
all together. Reynolds Stone's design was chosen by 
King George VI and he chose well, for this has become 
an iconic stamp of its era and still has considerable 
impact. 

 
The 1961 Europa issue is another of my favorites. 
Michael Goaman's overall design for the set included 
Dutch artist Theo Kurpershoek's 'Dove of Doves', a 
design that was commonly used on other CEPT stamps 
of that year. The dove is made up of 19 smaller doves 
representing each member country and is used to great 
effect. It has become another memorable symbol of 
hope across Europe. 
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Christmas: The 1983 GB festive issue focused on the Christmas message of 'Peace to the World'. All five 
designs featured the dove, but I have chosen the 20½p as the perfect example of simplicity and 
symbolism: a white dove and a blackbird atop a branch, sheltering under an umbrella bearing a map of 
the world and gazing, almost lovingly, into each 
other's eyes. The addition of an appropriate postmark 
made this issue a seasonal classic. 

                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Dove of Peace also appeared on the 64p value of the 
Millennium series, 'A Soldiers' Tale'. Christopher Corr's first 
design for Royal Mail showed Peacekeeping Forces with 
children as a central feature, and the dove hovering above 
them to symbolize their peacemaking role. We must 
remember to pause to salute those unsung peacekeepers 
for their efforts to help achieve peace in all corners of the 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PostEurop adopted a dove in the Peace and Freedom series 
for their 1995 Europa issues. Great Britain's 25p stamp 
uses an image by JM Folon that is starkly simple in design 
and yet has immense impact. An outstretched hand—so 
outstretched that it seems to me somehow elongated by 
the effort—sets free the white dove up to the clear blue 
skies and needs nothing more to get across its message. 
Simple and simply beautiful. 
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As a collector of mainly Cinderella material, I always enjoy 
finding labels and sheets depicting a dove of peace. The 
Education, Science and Cultural branch of the United 
Nations, UNESCO, issued 'Gift' stamps to raise funds for 
schools, Universities and clubs in the aftermath of WWII, 
and labels were issued for many member nations. My 
particular favorite is one for Japan, from 1953, showing two 
children releasing a dove, no doubt hopeful of the peace to 
come and particularly evocative of the spirit of hope that 
inspired the childhoods of many of us who grew up in the 
1950's and early 60's. 
 
Without stamps of the United Nations, no collection of 
Philatelic Doves of Peace would be complete. I have space 
to mention two firm favorites among the many UN issues 
on the theme of peace: the 2005 issue based on Children's 
drawings on the theme of 'My Dream for Peace for one 
Day'stand out for me as superb examples. The 55c United 
Nations Vienna stamp was designed by 12-year-old Lee 
Min Gi from Korea. It shows a colorful umbrella, patterned 
with flags of all nations, being held over the earth as a 
face, and surrounded by doves and olive branches, a vivid 
evocation of just how young people hope for a peaceful 
future. Likewise the UN Geneva 1F stamp.....12-year-old 
Marisa Harun from Indonesia showed us two hands, one 
black and the other white releasing a white dove over the 
earth. If only peace were that simple. 
 
I wish to thank the British Philatelic Bulletin, my daughter Jasmine for help in choosing the items shown, 
Orr and Fedi Wallerstein for the loan of the artwork for our village logo (Orr is the designer's Grandson), 
and others for information posted on various forums. 
 
Londonbus1 
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Support Your Forum by Writing for Its Newsletter 
 
The simple truth is:  since all of the Newsletter material is written by members, the survival of this 
Newsletter is entirely dependent upon member contributions. 
 
We welcome articles written on any area of philately, as long as they are original works.  
 
For instance: 
 

 How did you come to be a stamp collector? Tell us about it… 
 Did you attend an interesting philatelic exhibition or stamp venue? Tell us about it… 
 Do you have expertise in a particular area? Tell us about it… 
 Have you had a positive or negative online buying or selling experience? Tell us about it… 
 Do you belong to an interesting stamp club? Tell us about it… 
 Do you have a favorite stamp? Tell us about it… 

 
If you are able to make posts on the Forum, you have the ability to prepare articles for this publication. 
 
In addition to supporting the Forum, submitting material provides the opportunity for recognition by the 
American Philatelic Society through its Articles of Distinction program. 
 
Submitting an article is easy—all we need is the file containing the article’s text, annotated with 
suggested image locations, and the images sent as separate files. 
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Navigating Our Forum 
Techniques, Tips and Reminders 
 
 Remember – civility is a required virtue on The Stamp Forum; treat all members with courtesy and 

respect. 

 

 The Frequently Asked Questions about Using the Forum board in the General Information category 

contains a wealth of information that should prove useful to members – consider checking it out. 

 

 Conduct one-on-one conversations using Forum Personal Messages (PM). One-on-one 

conversations via posts in threads can be disruptive and detract from the intended subject matter. 

 

 The most expeditious way to gain the attention of Admin, or a Forum 

Moderator, is to use the Report Post function.  Select this function from the 

pull-down menu found at the cog-wheel to the upper right of the post being 

reported. 

 

 If your thread(s) in the Buy, Sell, Trade category have ended, please notify the 

Forum Staff using the “report post” function (see above) so that it may be 

moved to an “Ended” board. As an alternative, edit the subject to include the 

word “ENDED.” 

 

 Do not use the Quote function if you are reading the Forum using the Recent Posts function. Rather, 

navigate to the thread in which the post resides to see if your reply can be posted without having to 

use a quote. The Vol. 3, Issue 3 Newsletter has an article on quoting posts. 

 

 If a quote is needed for understanding, edit out any unnecessary text and/or images from the quote 

and take the time to ensure that your response is outside of the quote box.  

 

 To use the Forum’s image host plug-in (the Upload images button), you must have an account. To 

get an account, send a request to stampforum.net@gmail.com that includes your Forum user ID and 

full name. This is the Forum’s preferred image host. 

 

 The Add image to post button is a plug-in that uses 

imgbb.com as the host. An ImgBB account is not needed to 

use this method but one can be requested through that 

host. Unlike the TSF Image Host, imgbb.com is not 

associated with the Forum and the Moderator team will 

likely be unable to assist you with any problems. 

 

 The Forum’s Google Language plug-in helps members, whose primary or second language is not 

English, to understand posts and take part in discussions. To use this tool, select the desired 

https://thestampforum.boards.net/board/363/frequently-asked-using-forum
https://thestampforum.boards.net/posts/recent
http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/73677/thread
mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
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language from the pull down menu to the left of the screen below the Navigation bar. Once a 

language has been selected, all posts will appear to the viewer in that language.  

 

 When creating a thread, please clearly describe the thread’s subject matter so members don’t have 

to open the thread to determine what it is about.  

 

 Before creating a new thread, use one of the two search options from the 

Navigation bar to see if a similar thread already exists; if one does, add to 

it rather than creating a new one. 

 

 A listing of countries that don’t yet have boards on the Forum can be viewed here. If you want to 

start a thread on a country not yet listed, either send a request via PM to @Admin or create the 

thread in that geographic regions “Other” sub-board. Making the request in a post risks it not being 

noticed and acted upon. 

 

 If you are willing to share your mailing address with other like-minded members, request being 

added to the Mailing Address group; include your full name, user ID and complete mailing address. 

 

 You can either add your own avatar by editing your profile or use 

the Forum’s default, which has been changed from the previous 

default (the Proboards alien). 

 

 If you have a question or encounter a problem, reach out to 

Admin or a Moderator via PM. 

 

 Right-click Help in the navigation menu and select an open 

option from the displayed menu. The ProBoards’ help guide 

provides a wealth of “how to” information.  

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

 

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/58550/thread
https://www.proboards.com/forum-help-guide
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In Closing… 
 

This issue marks the start of the 5th Volume of the Forum’s Newsletter. We’re grateful for those who 
have contributed content and hope you found something of interest within its pages. 
 

Member support is essential if we are to continue publishing a Newsletter. Any contributions of a 
philatelic nature will be considered for inclusion in a forthcoming issue (e.g., a catalog or book review, 
what I collect and why, a stamp show or bourse review, an intro to my local club, etc.).  
 

If you’d like to try your hand at writing something for publication, but aren’t sure how to go about it, 
contact one of the editorial staff and we’ll be happy to assist.  
 

Our goal is to get back on schedule and have the next issue, covering the period January - March 2021, 
completed by the middle of January. In order to meet that target, we’d like to receive your submissions 
by the last week of December at the very latest. 
 

Thanks for your continued support! It appears that effective Covid19 vaccines are on their way so please 
stay healthy in the interim. Wash your hands, maintain social distancing, wear a mask when you can’t 
maintain social distance, and stay at home with your loved ones and stamps, whenever possible! 
 

 
 
 
 
 


