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Write for Your Stamp Forum’s Newsletter 
 

We are always looking for articles of a philatelic nature for publication in the Newsletter. These can vary in 
length from 1 page to several and can cover any topic imaginable as long as there is a philatelic connection. 
Well-researched articles, tips for collectors, stamp collecting memories, stamp show and philatelic book 
reviews, etc., are all welcome topics. Just send us a text file with some supporting image files and we’ll take 
care of the editing and layout. The Forum and its Newsletter need your support so please help us!  
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        RRyyaann  DDaavveennppoorrtt  ((RRyyaann))  

        SStteevvee  TToommiisseekk  ((AAddmmiinn//ttoommiisseekkssjj))  
  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  iiss  

aa  qquuaarrtteerrllyy  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  TThhee  SSttaammpp  
FFoorruumm..  OOppiinniioonnss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  aarrttiicclleess  

iinn  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  

rreessppeeccttiivvee  aauutthhoorrss  aanndd  aarree  nnoott  
nneecceessssaarriillyy  eennddoorrsseedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFoorruumm..  

TThhee  FFoorruumm  ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  

tthhee  aaccccuurraaccyy  ooff  aannyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
pprriinntteedd  hheerreeiinn..  

  

EEddiittoorriiaall  aanndd  FFoorruumm  ssttaaffff  mmaayy  bbee  

ccoonnttaacctteedd  uussiinngg  tthhee  FFoorruumm’’ss  ppeerrssoonnaall  
mmeessssaaggee  ((PPMM))  ssyysstteemm..  TThhee  EEddiittoorr  aanndd  

FFoorruumm  AAddmmiinn  mmaayy  aallssoo  bbee  ccoonnttaacctteedd  

aatt  ssttaammppffoorruumm..nneett@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm..  
  

EEssttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  22001133,,  TTSSFF  iiss  aann  oonnlliinnee  

ssttaammpp  cclluubb  wwiitthh  aa  wwoorrllddwwiiddee  
mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp..  TThhee  FFoorruumm  iiss  aallssoo  

CChhaapptteerr  11559911  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  

PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy..  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  iiss  ffrreeee  
aanndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  oonnlliinnee  aatt  

hhttttpp::////tthheessttaammppffoorruumm..bbooaarrddss..nneett//  

  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  aanndd  tthhiiss  
NNeewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  wwhhoollllyy  mmeemmbbeerr  

ssuuppppoorrtteedd..  

mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
http://thestampforum.boards.net/
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Forum & APS Chapter 1591 Update 
 

Let me apologize for the delay in publishing this issue: navigating the current domestic disruption and 
completing numerous home projects have consumed my attention. One positive impact of the corona 
virus pandemic is that it seems to have brought more new members to our Forum.  We’ve added 52 
members since January 1, 2020; the average number of members signing in to their accounts each day 
now ranges in the mid-50s to low-60s. Guests viewing the Forum each day have also increased.  
 
Another positive is the impact that Pennsylvania’s closure of non-essential businesses has prompted the 
APS to expand (and, hopefully, embrace) its online presence. APS has been hosting daily Stamp Chats 
with experts, members, and collectors coming together to discuss various topics. On April 1, APS began 
accepting applications for a new Digital Only membership for collectors under 30. The annual cost to 
join is $25 and will provide digital access to The American Philatelist and all the other great services APS 
provides. The digital only AP access membership program may be expanded to all in 2021. 
 

If you haven’t yet done so, please select your favorite article in each of the Newsletter’s Volume 4 
Issues. Thanks, again, to those who financially support the Forum.  Expenditures for ad-free viewing 
have increased and the Forum’s image host contract is up for renewal this year. An accounting of the 
Forum’s receipts and expenditures is available for viewing here.  Lastly, I’m hopeful that all of our 
members, and their loved ones, remain safe and healthy in this trying time.   
 

Steve Tomisek 
Forum Admin/APS Chapter Ambassador  

https://stamps.org/news/c/news/cat/local/post/aps-to-host-live-stamp-chats-on-zoom-beginning-monday-march-23/fbclid/iwar0k1hyenl-icdylc9ggrwx21c6oyubie3jxepkbqt17h0qh_5rj1a-ypsa
https://stamps.org/news/c/news/cat/member-benefits/post/coming-in-april-25-30-aps-digital-membership
https://thestampforum.boards.net/board/646/current-year-selections
https://thestampforum.boards.net/post/89576/thread
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Venezuela Postal Stationeries: 1899 - 1912 
By William Castillo (@Will) 

 
There’s one constant challenge when dealing with Venezuelan Philately and it is the omnipresent lack of 
accurate official documentation. That’s particularly true with the subject of this article, Venezuelan 
postal stationeries.  
 
For years, the best resource we have had has been the Higgins and Gage catalog which, at least for the 
Venezuelan case, is far from perfect. Still, I’ve found it to be more accurate than local catalogs like 
Hernandez Baño, Valera or Blanco.  
 
Regardless of which catalog we use, we are always presented with only basic information about a piece, 
such as year, description, and approximate value. What about official authorization dates, public release 
date, or quantities issued? Not a word. 
 
Ironically, being away from my home country, Venezuela, created the right conditions for me to chase 
down this information in an easier and more effective way. For the last few months, I’ve been collecting 
interesting information, directly from the source: The Ministerio de Fomento, or Ministry of 
Development, the entity in charge of the Post and Telegraph Directorate, responsible for Venezuelan 
postal affairs for the timeframe of this article.  
 
I couldn’t find all the information I wanted to, but I’m happy with the results. There are still questions 
waiting to be answered—especially in the first two series—but I’ll leave those for the next researcher.  
Let’s get started! 
 

EMISIÓN DE JUNIO DE 1889 

 
After looking in the Report and 
Accounts of Fomento for this year, 
and the Compilation of Laws and 
Decrees of Venezuela for 1889, I 
couldn’t find the exact decree 
where this series was authorized. I 
did find, however, a Ministry 
resolution dated May 26, 1899, 
where the Venezuelan 1899 stamp 
series was ordered from the 
American Bank Note, Co. The same 
series was used in the postal 
stationery of this year. 
 
It is worth mentioning that in May 1899, a new revolution was starting in Venezuela – a revolution that 
took control of the country in October that year. These months were extremely volatile in terms of 
social and military events. 
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So, I think it is safe to assume that there was an 
agreement between the parties to have a number 
of cards printed, along with the stamps, very close 
to the 26th of May. The quantities requested, 
though, remain a mystery—or maybe not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On January 22nd, 1900, an executive resolution (#7738) was 
published repealing a decree from December 13th, 1899 (#7691). 
This resolution stated that a box found in Banco de Venezuela’s 
vault containing “30.000 recently imported postcards” should be 
publicly released without the requirement imposed by the 
aforementioned decree (having the famous RTM overprint printed 
on them.) This resolution also stated that by November 22nd, 
1899, “no postcards were found in the bank vaults.” So this box 
arrived to the country after this date. 
 
The last postal stationeries used in Venezuela before 1899 were the ones locally printed by Litografía Del 
Comercio, Caracas, 1892. So it is safe to assume that the recently “imported postcards” the resolution 
mentioned are the ones printed by the American Bank Note, Co. 
 
Given that the Decree from December 1899 forbid the circulation of the “stamps and postcards” 
recently ordered by the previous government, we can then deduct that the actual authorization date of 
this series is January 22nd, 1900, the day they were authorized again. Also the number requested was 
30,000 cards, between simple and double cards. Actual distribution is still unknown. My guess is that 
there were either 5,000 or 10,000 double cards (with paid reply). 
 
EMISIÓN DE FEBRERO DE 1900 
 
This series is so much easier to follow—almost. It was authorized the same day the previous series was 
authorized: January 22nd, 1900, by executive resolution #7739. This resolution requested American Bank 
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Note Co., to print 100,000 simple cards and 20,000 double cards. I don’t know when, exactly, the 
purchase order was actually placed. 
 

 
 
The resolution ordered the cards to have 
“the same 10c postal stamp and in the same 
color.” It doesn’t mention anything about 
any overprint, which raises a question: Why 
do we have pieces with and without the 
“1900” overprint on this series? I couldn’t 
find an official answer for this question. 
 
I have one or two ideas, but at the end of 
the day it’s just speculation. The fact is, that 
based on the pieces we can find today, 
there’s a significant difference between the 
availability of the pieces without overprint 
than those with the overprint. 
 
The double cards, based on my pieces and 
pieces I’ve seen, were entirely printed with 
the “1900” overprint. If there are cards 
without the overprint, they are extremely 
rare. 
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Simple cards without the “1900” can be found, but I’d say in a 1:5 ratio. I won’t be surprised it is actually 
1:8. I don’t think it gets as scarce as 1:10 though. 
 
EMISIÓN DE JUNIO DE 1907 
 
Resolution #498, dated May 18th, 1907, authorized this series of 100,000 cards. Litografía del Comercio 
was the printer selected for this and most of the next cards. 

 
 
 
 

The resolution explained that the reason for this 
new order was that “the 10 cents cards were 
totally exhausted.” 
 
 
EMISIÓN DE OCTUBRE DE 1908 
 
On October 19th, 1908, a new resolution ordered Litografía del Comercio to print 50,000 cards because 
“the stock of the official 10 cents postcards were almost exhausted.” 
 
It’s interesting they mentioned the word 
“official” for the first time. Obviously, the golden 
age of the privately issued pictured postcards in 
Venezuela was at its peak. 
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EMISIÓN DE NOVIEMBRE DE 1909 
 
This series was authorized by resolution 
#325 dated November 29th, 1909. 50,000 
cards were ordered again, but this time to 
Litografía Escuela de Artes y Oficios 
(Lithography School of Arts and Crafts) 
which makes it special. This school was 
primarily focused on providing education 
and working experience to women and it 
worked parallel to the standard school 
system but without a parallelism between 
their educational levels. After the passing 
of Juan Vicente Gomez, these schools 
paved the road to technical schools in 
Venezuela. 

I was able to find the exact date this work was audited, 
January 19th, 1910, and the date it was ready for public 
distribution (January 26th, 1910). So if you are anything 
like me, my dear friend, stop looking for that elusive 
1909 card for this series. You’ll be lucky if you get one 
dated January 1910. 
 
EMISIÓN DE ENERO DE 1911 
 
These are the stationeries that made me prouder of this article. I always liked these cards but knew 
nothing about them! Not anymore. 
 
Unfortunately, there’s a gap in my sources. I couldn’t find the exact document that authorized this 
document. I did find though a summary of the works made by Ministerio de Fomento (Ministry of 
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Development) in a magazine published by them, called Boletín del Ministerio de Fomento 1911. And to 
make things funnier, there’s a little mystery going on. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
On January 5th, 1911, a resolution 
“related to the issue of 20,000 
postcards” was published. There was 
another resolution, dated January 18th, 
1911, ordering “the creation of the 
needed clichés to honor the 
November 23rd, 1910 resolution.” I 
was unable to find this resolution. 
 
Because I couldn’t find the Report and 
Accounts for 1911, I didn’t have access 
to any of those resolutions. 
Fortunately, I found it for 1912 which 
starts, I don’t know why, in April 1911. 
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There was no follow-up mention of the original January 5th resolution, 
as was usually the case on other resolutions (audit, payments, changes, 
etc.) The only resolution mentioned after this was the one from 
January 18th. I think this new one repealed the one from January 5th. 
We’d need the original text to be completely sure. 
 
For the January 18th resolution, I found several follow-up resolutions. 
The first of them, dated February 3rd, 1911, was one accepting a quote 
made by Litografía del Comercio for “the new stamps and postcards 
issues.” 
 
Finally, on April 29th, 1911, we found the key document for this series: 
Resolution #305. It states that “during the previous 27, 28, and 29 of 
the current month, we audited the printing of fifty thousands (50.000) 
regular postcards and fifty thousands (50.000) special cards with 
illustrations related to the First Centenary of our Independence.” It 
doesn’t specify the exact number for each version of these cards, but 
I’d say it’s not risky to imagine there were 25,000 for each version. The 
100,000 cards were received the same day by Banco de Venezuela. 
 
Moreover, on July 16th, another resolution ordered the cards to be 
released on the anniversary of the Carabobo Battle, the most 
important battle in Venezuela’s independence, on July 24th that year. 
 

The same resolution stated ”it should only be used 
domestically until all new stamps are released, unless 
the sender agrees to pay and use the currently used 
stamps, because otherwise we won’t be able to fulfill 
the UPU requirements concerning to make known the 
expressed stamps for their validity in the international 
service.” 
 
Last but not least, on a 
resolution dated February 
11th, 1911, we found the 
name of the person who 
created the beautiful 
designs of these cards. We 
can finally honor him by 
name: Carlos Rivero 
Sanabria, a Venezuelan 

Painter born in Caracas, 1864, and who studied in Germany and France (his 
self-portrait is at right). 
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EMISIÓN DE MARZO DE 1912 
 
We finally arrived to the last stationery covered by this article. It was authorized on March 12th, 1912, by 
resolution #561, which ordered 100,000 cards from Litografía del Comercio. 
 
 

 
SUMMARY TABLE 

 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
 
There are still some mysteries to solve, like 
the remaining release date, and the exact 
distribution dates for the 1899 and the 
illustrated 1912 issues. I’d appreciate if 
anyone has additional information to contact 
me at eduven@gmail.com. In the meantime, 
I’m trying to make sense of the earlier postal 
stationeries. I’m particularly focused on the 
1892 issue which, spoiler alert, had two 
reprints. Stay tuned. 
 
Finally, I recently published a small catalog 
about Venezuela Formular Cards which can 

be found at http://FormularCards.com. I’m giving a $5 discount (33% off) to all TSF members who enter 
coupon TSF5OFF when checking out (valid until Dec 31, 2020). 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:eduven@gmail.com
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Support Your Forum by Writing for Its Newsletter 
 
The simple truth is that, because all of its material is written by members, the survival of this Newsletter 
is entirely dependent upon member contributions. 
 
We welcome articles written on any area of philately, as long as they are original works.  
 

 How did you come to be a stamp collector? Tell us about it… 
 Did you attend an interesting philatelic exhibition or stamp venue? Tell us about it… 
 Do you have expertise in a particular area? Tell us about it… 
 Have you had a positive or negative online buying or selling experience? Tell us about it… 
 Do you belong to an interesting stamp club? Tell us about it… 
 Do you have a favorite stamp? Tell us about it… 

 
If you are able to make posts on the Forum, you have the ability to prepare articles for this publication. 
 
In addition to supporting the Forum, submitting material provides the opportunity for recognition by the 
American Philatelic Society through its Articles of Distinction program. 
 
Submitting an article is easy—all we need is the file containing the article’s text, annotated with 
suggested image locations, and the images sent as separate files. 
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Canada's Map Stamp: A Lesson in Geography 
By Vince Chermishnok (stanley64) 
 

Canada’s “map stamp”, based on the Mercator 
projection of the globe, provides a fascinating study of 
geography and the political boundaries of the day. 
The stamp, and the map upon which it is based, were 
both innovations of their times. The map is a design 
based on Gerardus Mercator’s which he devised in 
the 16th century and represented sailing courses as a 
constant bearing using straight lines; a concept still in 
use today. For the stamp, Canada’s Imperial Penny 
Postage was the first postage stamp to be printed in 
multiple colors and is arguably one of most visually 
appealing stamps ever issued. The issuance 

inaugurated a reduced postage rate to Great Britain and the rest of the colonies, i.e. 1 penny or 2 cents 
per ounce. 
 
Delving into the geography lesson, let us begin by dividing the map into smaller sections where 
attention can be given to distinct regions of the globe and the countries that they contain. We start in 
the Southern hemisphere where we find Australia, New Zealand and a number of the Asia-Pacific 
colonies. 
 
A. Singapore, Hong Kong & 
Region 

1. Wei Hai Wei 
2. Hong Kong 
3. Malay 
4. Singapore 
5. Sarawak & North Borneo 

 
B. Australia and New Zealand 

1. Australia 
2. Tasmania 
3. British Solomon Islands 
4. British New Guinea 
5. New Hebrides 
6. New Zealand 

 
C. Pacific Islands Group 

1. Gilbert Island 
2. Ellis Island 
3. Cook Island 
4. Pitcairn 
5. Nauru 
6. Fiji 
7. Tonga 
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Following on in an eastward direction, one encounters the continents of both North and South America 
with the highlighted colonies of Canada and Newfoundland at the top and the Falkland Islands at the 
bottom of the stamp. The Canadian portion clearly shows the Arctic islands, Baffin Island, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island to the right. The island nations of the Atlantic 
region are located in the middle and form an interesting archipelago of, then, British territories and 
protectorates. 
 
The Atlantic Region 

1. Canada, Newfoundland (see color 
portion) 
2. Bermuda 
3. Bahamas 
4. British Virgin Islands 
5. Turks & Caicos 
6. Leeward Islands 
7. St Lucia 
8. Antigua 
9. Barbados 
10. Grenada 
11. The Cayman Islands 
12. Jamaica 
13. British Honduras 
14. Trinidad & Tobago 
15. British Guiana 
16. Falkland Islands (see color 
portion) 

 
Continuing the journey, the British Isles and colonial claims of the Mediterranean come into focus 
including Gibraltar, Malta and Cyprus. 

 
 
The British Isles and the 
Mediterranean 
1. Orkney Isles 
2. Shetlands & Outer Hebrides 
3. Scotland 
4. Ireland 
5. England & Wales 
6. Gibraltar 
7. Malta 
8. Cyprus 

 
 
 

Having journeyed thus far, the vastness of the British Empire, as it existed in the year that the stamp was 
issued, in 1898, is clearly evident in the stamp itself with the inclusion of the text “XMAS 1898” front and 
center and is often why the stamp is also considered the first Christmas stamp. 
 
The original printing contract was for twenty million engraved stamps, ten million blue and ten million 
blue-green for the ocean coloring. Although an abundance of copies exist with shades of lavender, there 



 

 

TTTHHHEEE   SSSTTTAAAMMMPPP   FFFOOORRRUUUMMM   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR    

      VVV444...333                                    AAAppprrr    ---   JJJuuunnn   222000222000   

   

ttthhheee ssstttaaammm pppfffooorrruuummm ...bbboooaaarrrdddsss ...nnneee ttt                                                                                                                                                            AAAPPPSSS   CCChhhaaapppttteee rrr    111555999111                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     111444   ooofff   333888   

 

is no official record of such a color being used as part of that printing process. In addition to the ocean 
printing, two other printings were required as part of being the first multicolored stamp issue, one for 
the black or basic design and the other for the red portions highlighting the British Empire. The black 
printing was initially to be completed using 5 separate plates but due to imperfections, plate 4 was 
never put into production. All stamps from the issue were printed by the American Bank Note Company, 
Ottawa. 
 
Returning to the center region of the stamp, the emergence of Africa and its components are visible. 
 
Africa and its components 

1. Gambia 
2. Sierra Leone 
3. Gold Coast (Ghana) 
4. Nigeria 
5. Ascension Island 
6. St. Helena 
7. Union of South Africa 
8. British East Africa (Kenya) 
9. British Somaliland 
10. Aden (Yemen) 
11. Mauritius 

 
The final section or region to examine is that of   
India and the island nation located in close 
proximity to the Indian Ocean. 

 
India Ocean Grouping 
1. Laccadive Islands 
2. Socotra 
3. Maldive Isles 
4. Seychelles Isles 
5. Amirantes 
6. Chagos Isles 
7. India 
8. Burma (Myanmar) 
9. Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 

 
The Canadian “map stamp” based on Mercator’s 
projection is as much about postal rate history as it is 
with the political empire of its time. The stamp and 
the map it depicts is still useful today for the 21st 
century explorer or armchair traveler to learn about 
our globe, its various countries locations and perhaps 

even raise the question of these individual nations’ history or postage to investigate further. Lesson 
concluded. 
 
Bibliography: 
Britishempire.co.uk. (2019). British Empire Map Room. [online] 
Mapstamp.org. (2019). Canada Map Stamp. [online] 
Tomlinson, F. (1960). The Canadian map stamp of 1898. London: Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain.  
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Stars and Stripes Forever 
By Darrin Lettinga (darkormex) 

 
Over the last ten years, I have become enamored with my incoming mail. I have become a fan of 
definitive stamps and sometimes, for any given country, I will just focus on the definitives rather than 
the country as a whole. I have done this with the UK, France, Denmark, Norway, and a few other 
European countries, but most especially the U.S. Later I might start collecting the commemoratives for 
that country but the definitives are always the starting point for me. 
 
If you are anything like me, my collecting interests have changed over time. When I first started 
collecting and would purchase those worldwide kiloware lots in order to fill the pages of my Traveler 
stamp album, I would come across hundreds of 2p and 3p Machins. I thought they were junk at the time 
and I can no longer remember what I did with them all. It was the same for the ubiquitous U.S. flag 
stamps which I ignored or stashed in envelopes and neglected; only to be traded or tossed later. 
 
30 years later, my appreciation for these workhorse stamps has evolved and I find myself focusing more 
and more on not only the stamps themselves but also the covers that they arrive on and the purpose of 
their usage. 
 
On February 27, 2015 in the city of Grapevine, Texas the U.S. postal service issued a new non-
denominated presort stamp for standard mail. Presort stamps are typically issued to companies and 
organizations for purposes of mass mailings. The mail volume of these organizations allows the postal 
service to sell these stamps at a discounted rate. More than any other U.S. stamp, these stamps most 
commonly show up on envelopes in my mailbox. This recent 2015 issue has become one of my favorites 
for a number of reasons. 
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This three-stamp design was designated as follows in the Scott Catalogue:  
 

4961 (10¢) Flag self-adhesive coil – Stripes at Left, Stars at Right 
4962 (10c¢ Flag self-adhesive coil – Stars and White Stripe 
4963 (10¢) Flag self-adhesive coil – Stars at Left, Stripes at Right 

a. Strip of 3, #4961-4963 
Additionally, on the cover above is 
a copy of Sc. no. 4860 serpentine 
die cut 11, Abraham Lincoln, 21c, 
from the Lincoln Memorial. This 
stamp was issued to cover the 
additional one ounce rate in 2014. 
 
Most striking for me is that this is 
one of a few U.S. issues of multiple 
stamps in a continuous design. In 

fact, I can’t think of another definitive, or set of definitives, that was issued this way. The design is well 
conceived and stands out among the many flag stamp designs over the years as being one of the best in 
my opinion. The designer is Ms. Nancy Stahl, who has also designed other definitive stamps such as the 
Hummingbird, Florida Panther and Egret from the recent Wildlife series of definitives and the New York 
Public Library Lion, another presort stamp issued in 2000. 

 
I have plenty of on-cover 
examples of this stamp 
being used for the purpose 
intended, most of which 
came straight to my 
mailbox.  At left are all 
three designs used on 
cropped covers from a local 
heating and cooling vendor 
in Grand Rapids, MI. 
 

 

As bulk mailings, there is no requirement for a postmark, however, not shown here, each letter has a 
barcode strip at the bottom right of the cover. Other mailers have postmark permit cancellations such as 
the examples on piece and full cover below. 
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Because I am putting together a separate small collection for this group of 
stamps, I also made an effort to get on-cover examples of each of the two 
plate numbers for these coils. In both cases, the plate number appears on 
the middle stamp which is the one with the blue field and white stars. The 
two plate numbers are S111 and B111 which is by far the more common 
plate number. I have several examples of the B111 plate number including 
on-cover examples. The S111 example on-cover I purchased from eBay for 
$1.00. 
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The more common B111 plate number is easier to find on cover. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the first time I have attempted to put together a small specialized collection of modern postal 
history. My plan is to purchase more of the many first day covers with a variety of cachets and look at 
purchasing mint coil strips to add to the collection. 
 
The continuous and attractive design of these stamps and my ongoing interest in definitive stamps, and 
plate number coils, is really what attracted me to these stamps. Despite being some of the only postage 
stamps that arrive in my mailbox these days, this shows that even modern self-adhesive stamps and 
postal history can be make an interesting collection for philatelists. 
 
Resources: 
All stamps and covers are from my personal collection. 
http://www.virtualstampclub.com/2015usnew.html 
https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/2015/january/stars-and-stripes-coil-at-texpex-stamp-
show.html 
https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/2015/february/stars-and-stripes-theme-for-new-us-
presorted.html 
https://pnc3.org/Data-2015/StarsStripes-SSP.php 
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“You Only Know the ‘Letter Writing’ Me:” Two Pen-Pal Letters from the 1920s 
(Part 1 of 2) 
By David M. Frye (DavidMFrye) 
 
The first of the pair of letters traveled 
between Maidenhead, England, and 
Wellesley, Massachusetts. It bears a 
postmark date of 10 February 1922. The 
single 1912-issue two-pence definitive 
stamp, depicting King George V, paid the 
prevailing rate for the first weight unit.1 
The envelope with a bluish-purple liner 
bears a watermark: Colne Valley 
Parchment. John Dickinson’s Croxley Mill, 
Croxley Green, England, produced this 
paper.2  
 
The letter-writer, who signed her name as 
Babe, wrote in fountain pen on both sides 
of three sheets of paper. She appended a 
penciled postscript on 9 February. The 
date of the postscript clarifies the date of 
the partial circular date stamp on the front 
of the envelope. The date stamped 
appears as ?0 FE / 22, but the postscript 
helps with assigning a mailing date of 10 
February.  
 
The transcribed letter, beginning on the 
next page, preserves the writer’s spelling 
and punctuation. Square-bracketed 
numbers indicate the beginnings of pages 
in the handwritten letter. Words marked 
with boldface tie to the images. 
 
 
 
_________ 
Footnotes: 
1. Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz and Henry W. 
Beecher, U.S. International Postal Rates, 1872–
1996, Portland, Oregon: CAMA Publishing 
Company, 1996, p. 272. 
2. “John Dickinson,” 
https://www.trmt.org.uk/Research-
Education/Famous-People/John-Dickinson; 
accessed 3 November 2019. 
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80 Grenfell Rd. 
Maidenhead 
4•2•22 
 
My Dear Kay, 
 
I received your awfully interesting letter ages ago, for which many thanks. 
I’m sorry I haven’t answered it before but I’ve been having a busy time 
lately. 
 
The 21

st
 January a party of us from school went to Windsor to a lecture on 

Poland by a Mr. Richardson. It was rather a bit above my high intellect (?!) 
but Nora Ingamells, one of my chums, amused me awfully by sketching the 
lecturer. It was quite a good sketch too, but it made me want to giggle—& I 
think it looks awful to see a lot of girls giggling in public, don’t you? After the 
lecture we went to Eton College & had tea in the Dining Hall. There are 
three ripping [2] fireplaces there about twelve feet long—with log fires 
crackling cheerily in them. They were built with the oldest parts of the 
college, in the reign of Henry VI, in the 15th century. 
 
Mother gave me £1 for my birthday to buy what I like, but I’ve spent most of 
it now, but I’m going to buy myself something later, when I see something I 
would like. Winna gave me an awfully decent fountain pen, Swan, and Gwen 
Jones a book called Bachelor’s Buttons [sic], which is very amusing in parts, 
& Jonah (Miss Jones, the nice French mistress who has left) gave me a pretty 
lace handerchief [sic]. She’s not French, she is Welsh, but she taught French. 
 
Did Martha show you our magazine? If so did you like it? I will send you a 
copy of one of this term’s, I think we’re going to have another. Next Friday 
there is going to be a dance at school in aid of the magazine. Only forms 
above Jun. V, that form included, are to be invited. The staff & we each pay 
1s/1d. I think we shall have a very nice time. I like dancing very much—but 
am not very good at it. I went to a soirée at the Masonic Hall, with Gwen our 
Head, & some of the mistresses were there and some other girls & there 
were tableaus, games, music & dancing. 
 
Tomorrow a party of us, about 32, are going to “Hamlet” at Windsor theatre. 
Have you ever taken any of Shakespeare’s [3] plays? I think they are very 
interesting—of course you know Shakespeare is the poet or rather dramatist, 
of England. We have taken The Merchant of Venice, 12th Night, Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Macbeth, Henry V & Henry VIII at school but not Hamlet. I 
have also read all the Histories at home once but have forgotten about them. 
 
Do you know, a very sad thing happened yesterday! I was talking to Miss 
Richmond our Latin mistress, the one I like best, in the cloakroom & asking 
her if she knew the authors of some books of which we had to find the 
authors, & we were leaning against the middle door in the cloakroom when 
they suddenly opened & I nearly [4] fell backwards &, clutching at the wall, 
bent the nib of my fountain pen, so I shall have to send for another. Hélas! 
 
I liked the views of Wellesly [sic] College awfully—it looks a very nice place. Is 
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it the college where you wish to go later? How jolly having a dramatic club. I wish 
we had one. I should like trying to act very much. 
 
We have had disgusting weather lately—all rain—no snow & it has hardly frozen a 
bit. I haven’t tried to skate for a year & then I was not very brilliant at it—but I love 
trying to. It was awful hard luck your team losing at basket-ball, hope they’ll have 
better luck in future. [5] Our first match (hockey I mean) is on Feb. 11th against 
Wycombe High School, & I hope, I think we shall beat them. They are a jolly, sporty, 

set of girls & we always enjoy playing them. By the way, what is a “fliver” Is it a car? 
 
Did you like Irene? I suppose it is the same as the one that has been in London 
lately. 
 
Yes! I’m sorry to disagree with you ma chérie, but I love French. I was 2

nd
 in it last 

term & 1st in Latin I form position. I was 5th out of 23. Don’t you have positions? 
What are C.T.O. B, A etc? We have positions in every subject at the end of every 
term & then a form position. 
 
We have a leaders & 2nds meeting every Thursday & we have an A.I. time then. We 
first have an ambulance lesson, and then we chat over the Guides to [unclear], 1st 
lieutenant & 2nd lieutenant, & suggest new things, etc & then make out a 
programme for Friday on which we have a general meeting of all guides. 
 
Yesterday, no Thursday, Miss Onken, the Capt., asked us what badges we would 
like to take in March. For now one can only go in for badges 3 times [6] a year i.e. 
March, June, & Sept, I think. I am going in for Athlete’s, book’s, Gymnast’s, and 
Dancer’s. For the latter you have to dance, 2 country dances, Welsh dance, Irish Jig, 
Hornpipe, Scotch Reel, & dance & bounce a ball to rhythm, & compose a few 
simple steps, to music. I hope I get all four anyhow. It will be fun entering for them. 
Do you have cookery at your school? I’ve had three years of Domestic Science, at 
school, but don’t learn now, worst luck. It was fun. 
 
I hope I don’t put salt in the stewed apples as some of the idiots did up [at] the 
cookery school the other day. Ugh! They tasted awful!!!! [7] We have some fine 
times in the Guides and we are holding bazaar, in February, a school affair in aid of 
the United Girls’ Schools’ Mission, & the Guides are going to have a stall labelled 
“Grub Stall”, & I’m going to make some toffee. I pity the people who eat it—they 
will have to be “gens silencieux”, all the afternoon & evening, they won’t be able to 
talk, it’s awful stickjaw—but I like it. Do you like sticky toffee? I made some ripping 
stuff in the hols [holidays?]. 
 
I don’t think that this will be posted before I go to Hamlet, so I will tell you whether 
I liked it or not. I have some awful home lessons to do this weekend, learn [8] the 
map of the mean annual rainfall of Great Britain, with isotherms, so that we shall 
be able to fill in a blank map with them on Monday in school. I don’t like geography 
very much do you? At least not that sort. I have some other letters to write tonight 
too, so I suppose I’d better get on with them. Am I not a dreadful writer? Oh Dear! 
I do try & begin respectably but it deteriorates as I get towards the end, n’est-ce 
pas? I write much more respectably with my fountain pen, but Alas! it’s broken! 
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I do like your “bunch” as you call yourselves. I think you must be a very nice lot to 
know. Please [9] observe compliment, & bow low, ma chère Kay. I do wish America 
were a bit nearer. I often wonder if we’ll ever see each other? 
 
What are you going to do when you leave school? 
 
I used to think I should like to go in for gym & games, but yet—I don’t know. It is 
awfully expensive training, you have to be at college for four years & the training is 
very strenuous—& I think it would be very disappointing for my people if they 
wasted a lot of money on me & then I didn’t like it. Sometimes I think the Civil 
Service is better. Molly’s sister, Cis, is in that, & it’s a fairly decent job, but I [10] 
think I should get awfully sick of being in an office all day. Oh! I don’t know what I 
do want to be. It’s very difficult to decide, isn’t it? Anyhow, I’m not going to leave 
school for another two years I hope. I shall be eighteen then, quite grown up. I 
think I’ll be like Peter Pan & never grow up! I really must stop now, so cheerio. 
 
Love from 
 
Babe 
 
Feb 9th 9:30 pm. 
 
Hamlet was ripping. So sorry this wasn’t posted before. Have been awfully busy 
though. I went to talk with Miss Richmond yesterday & had a ripping evening. We 
are playing Wycombe High School girls on Saturday in the morning too. Goodnight, 
 
Babe 
 
P.P.S. Did you think I hadn’t your letter as I’ve been such an age answering? No. I 
haven’t even that excuse. 
            

 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Part 2 of David’s article will appear in the July – September 2020 issue of the Newsletter (V4.4).] 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_Royal,_Windsor
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2019. 

16.  https://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/5500/5508/5508.jpg and 
https://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/5500/5508/5508.htm; accessed 7 November 2019. 
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Dept-staff-at-Salford-c1916-18-catalogue-reference-STAT-20_290.jpg and 
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"In Internet culture, a lurker is typically a member of an online 
community or PLN (ed: Personal Learning Network) who observes, but 
does not participate. The exact definition depends on context. Lurkers 
make up a large proportion of all users in online communities. Lurking 
allows users to learn the conventions of an online community before 
they participate, improving their socialization when they eventually 
"de-lurk". However, a lack of social contact while lurking sometimes 
causes loneliness or apathy among lurkers." 

Source: Wikipedia 

Opinions and Musings: Forum Lurkers 

By Jerrold I. Bodoff (JerryB) 
 
On June 2019 a question was posed 
regarding the many Forum users who sign 
up, ask a question and are never heard from 
again.  These people are referred to as 
lurkers. 
 
Unfortunately, there is no way to stop 
lurkers on public forums, unless the forum is 
by invitation only.  Even then, with today's sophistication, I doubt that would stop lurkers. 
 
In my opinion there are three types of lurkers: 
 

1.  Those that inherited a collection from a family member and think they have a valuable collection 
and wish to verify the fact. 

 
2.  Those that register on a site and find nothing of interest. 
 
3.  Those that inherited a collection and want to continue the collection, and/or stamp collecting in 

general. 
 
Nothing can really be done about the Type 1 lurker. They are a necessary evil on any public site, stamp 
collecting, or otherwise. 
 
Regarding the Type 2 lurker, I must admit, at times I am guilty.  When I began collecting, I collected 
World Wide, as many do.  However, I became specialized in the country of Colombia and exclusively 
collect Ecuador and Venezuela.  Since there are very few Forum threads in this area, I become a lurker 
most of the time.  I do read other threads that pique my interest.  I wonder how many members of The 
Stamp Forum (TSF) are in the same lurker category, i.e. very little being posted in their bailiwick.  I 
encourage these lurkers to read other threads.  One will learn a lot, I know I have. 
 
We now come to the Type 3 lurker.  This lurker, in my opinion, is the most important. He/she may be a 
beginning collector who is trying to learn about stamps.  They may have inherited a collection and want 
to continue it, or just want to start collecting stamps.  Unfortunately, these beginning collectors may 
have been intimidated and discouraged by the treatment they may have received on other sites. There 
are too many self-made "experts" that look down on "newbies".  Based on their prior experience, these 
new collectors may assume they will get the same treatment on TSF.  This may be the majority of 
lurkers.   
 
I do not know how, but TSF should try to "un-intimidate" and encourage these 
beginners.  Let them know TSF is unique and intimidation is not an option (to 
paraphrase from Aerospace). In the end, our Forum may end up with more 
participants.  Also, in addition, more stamp collectors.   
 
Any thoughts you may have on encouraging participation will be appreciated.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_learning_network
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loneliness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apathy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lurker
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Half Ounce Rates for Letters to Vancouver Island and British Columbia: The 1859-

1868 Decimal Period 
By James Jung (JimJung) 
 
Background on Postal Rates 
 
 
15c Rate (July 1859 to Dec 1861): The original 
letters to Vancouver Island and British Columbia 
paid a rate of 9d or 15c and were carried across the 
continent as US Mail into Oregon, or via Port 
Townsend, Washington Territory. The US Rate 
across the continent had been 10c since April 1855. 
This was the same as the rate to California. There 
are no Pence issue covers to BC (some stampless in 
that period) and only a very few Large Queen covers 
are known. 15c Rate covers are Rare according to 
Arfken/Leggett. There are 6 known covers listed in 
this table taken from Arken/Leggett and a few 
stampless covers that are not listed. 

 
 
 
 
 
25c Rate (January 1862 to June 1864): The 
completion of the railroad across the Isthmus of 
Panama made the New York, Panama to San 
Francisco route more suitable for light mail, 
especially since the US Civil War made the overland 
route unacceptable. In a letter dated Aug 1, 1863 
(Boggs), this was “indeed the only way now open.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper Restoration 
 
I purchased this cover because of its scarcity. It is part of a well-known correspondence from Preston to 
a Watchmaker named Willis Coates in Victoria, Vancouver Island and is dated May 25, 1862. This is very 
early in the Postal History of Vancouver Island, and is indeed, the first rate that is known to have 
stamped covers to Vancouver Island or British Columbia. In the Pence period, the rate was 9d to the 
Western Colonies. There are very few known stampless covers with this rate. In July 1859, this rate 
changed to 15c with the release of the First Decimal Issue. There are only six stamped covers listed in 
Arfken Leggett with this rate and even though the rate changed to 25c in January 1862, it is uncertain 
when the rate changes were applied. The based-on rate to California was 15c well into 1863, and with 
the US Civil War peaking in battle, the overland route was replaced by routing to New York via Panama 
to San Francisco in a letter dated August 1, 1863. 
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So this cover is nice with the 3 x 5c Beavers and the Four Ring 35 hammer from Prestcott, the 
OGDENSBURGH NY postmark and the US PAID oval in red. It was forwarded to Victoria, V. I. in pen and 
has a “Received Sept 19th 1862” manuscript in pencil at left. Since this took almost 4 months to make 
the journey, it’s a guess as to the routing it took. If anyone has any information to add, please let me 
know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The big issue is condition of the cover at the right, top and bottom edges. I showed this cover to Ron 
Majors (Chairman of the Pence-Cents Study Group of the British North America Philatelic Society) and 
he said that a good Paper Restorer could fix the cover and not touch the stamps or the markings. He also 
noted that this could be fairly expensive. I went looking and found a good Paper Restorer named Jane 
Dosman. She is very professional and has an excellent resume with a Master's of Art Conservation from 
Queens University and training at the Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA) in 
Philadelphia. She worked in the Paper Lab in the Centre de conservation du Québec (CCQ) from 2009 – 
2016, and is now located in Toronto. She provided me with a condition report and explained what could 
be done very clearly. The cost was $225 for the cover to fix the edges without touching the stamps or 
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markings. I was really happy with the results. The after picture of the cover is below. I think it looks 
much better. 
 

 
 

 
 
References: 
Canada’s Decimal Era (1996) – George B. Arfken and Arthur W. Leggett, Toronto, Canada: Vincent Greene 
Foundation (Publisher) 
Jane Dosman - https://www.paperrestoration.org/ 

about:blank
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Terri’s Adventures with the Bermuda Post 

By Theresa Young (philatelia) 
 
Welcome to Sunny Bermuda which has nine 
(count ‘em, NINE!) post offices: for an island 
that is only 22 miles in length , it averages 
merely one mile across and has a total land area 
of 20.5 square miles (53.2 km sq) (data source: 
Wikipedia; see Google Maps screenshot at 
right).  At any given time, a Bermudian is, 
usually, never more than a mile or so from their 
friendly, local Bermuda post office. That’s 
somewhat difficult for someone like me to 
imagine; who is used to American distances 
where a drive of ten miles or more to the local 
post office is not uncommon.  
 

My own personal adventure with these post offices began after I purchased a 
Bermuda stamp collection which contained quite a few mint hinged sets. I had 
bid on the lot for the key plates, which is the name given to the George V and 
George VI high value definitives. The stamp pictured at left is an example of a 
George VI key plate from my collection.  All the modern sets were a bonus and 
about half were MNH. BUT what about the hinged mint - what do you do with a 
bunch of modern hinged mint? Nobody wants them. They’re really only good 
for postage - hmmmmm Postage! My brain started plotting and, well, leave it to 
me to hatch a plan. 

 
I decided to put all the stamps on covers and send them to Bermuda and request that they be cancelled 
and posted back to me. My hope was to turn those Mint Hinged lemons into lemonade. The catalog 
values for postally used Bermuda are, in many cases, the same as Mint and, in some cases, actually 
worth more! So what did I have to lose? Ha! 
 
To make the escapade a bit more entertaining, I decided to split the covers between a handful of 
different post offices. I chose five offices spread somewhat evenly across the island. I’ll admit I picked a 
few because they had cool names like Mangrove Bay and Warwick. I attached all the stamps to various 
envelopes, making sure that each cover had a minimum of $1.15, which is the current letter rate from 
Bermuda to the USA. I then mailed each packet of covers to one of the post offices. I requested the 
covers be hand canceled and returned in the post. I did not specify the manner in which they were to be 
returned, which led to some interesting results as you will see.  
 
The first one I selected was the historic Perot Post Office, Bermuda’s first post 
office and the birthplace of the famous Postmaster Provisional issues - valued 
today at $200,000 to $400,000. Oh yes, let me take a picture of mine to show 
you. Oh, um, uh, wait. How about a nice picture from the internet site “most 
expensive stamps” instead? The old, historic building is still a functioning post 
office, but the Main Office, the “Hamilton”, is located very nearby in downtown 
Hamilton.  
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I also selected Flatts, Warwick, St. George’s and Mangrove Bay branch offices and mailed them all on the 
same day, December 8, 2019.  
 
I couldn’t wait to see which 
covers were the first to arrive. 
On December 30th, I received 
an official envelope from 
Warwick with four of the 
covers inside. I was delighted 
to see the covers safely 
delivered, and there was 
actually a stamp on the mailing 
envelope to boot! Hot diggity 
dog! But, where were the other 
covers that I had sent to 
Warwick? As the back of the 
official envelope had been 
opened, and was (barely) 
closed with a few pieces of 
tape, I began to wonder if the 
rest of the covers had possibly been stolen. But, getting a stamp on the return cover was certainly an 
unexpected bonus! The stamps were postmarked using the “Warwick” cancel and were dated December 
18th, so 12 days until they arrived in Florida.  
 
The second group to arrive was from the historical Perot Post Office, but there were several strange 
things about this group. The first, only two of the covers were actually canceled with a Perot CDS 
(Circular Date Stamp). The odd thing about those cancels is that they were in RED ink and the date was 
incorrect! The cancel was dated NOVEMBER 23rd. The others were cancelled in BLACK and had a 

Hamilton CDS with 
the correct date of 
December 23. These 
arrived on January 
4th, so the travel 
time was slightly 
faster than Warwick - 
11 days transit time 
which was the fastest 
time for any of the 
returns. That is not 
surprising as 
Hamilton IS the Main 
Post Office for the 
entire island. These 
covers were carefully 
enclosed in a plastic 
sleeve and returned 
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under a separate cover. Thus, all of the covers were returned in pristine condition, but are not 
technically used. They even returned MY mailing cover! Sadly, the official envelope was metered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: The rest of the covers 
with Hamilton CDS postmarks 
and the return mailers. Below: 
The official wrapper used to 
mail the covers from the 
Hamilton Main Post Office 
with the “Official Paid” stamp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The third group to arrive was the covers sent to the Flatts’ Post Office. These were postmarked on 
December 20th and arrived on January 7th, 18 days later. The covers were returned via the regular mail 
system, so, unfortunately, several of the stamps were damaged by automation in the trip back to the 
USA. I don’t have any evidence to prove where the scrapes occurred. I would tend to believe that these 
happened in the United States Postal Service (USPS) system because they use much more high speed 
automation than Bermuda does. 
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One of the covers from 
Flatt’s had a skip – a stamp 
that hadn’t been cancelled - 
which was caught by an 
eagle eyed postal clerk at 
the Hamilton office. 
Therefore, this cover has 
both Hamilton AND Flatts 
cancels. 
 
 
Here are a few more of the covers cancelled at Flatts, with one marked up to show automation damage:  
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The fourth group of covers to arrive was from the Mangrove Bay post office. These were postmarked 
December 23rd and arrived on January 11th, or 19 days in transit - much slower than the time for the 
official envelope from Warwick. The covers were also cancelled with the local “Mangrove Bay” circular 
date stamp cancel, but they were not returned under cover. These were mailed back as regular post. 
Again, many were damaged by automation as shown in the picture below: 
 

 
 
The next group of covers to arrive was the remainders of the batch sent to the Warwick post office. 
These were canceled a week later than the first batch, on December 24th. Why half were sent one way 
and half another is rather puzzling and open to conjecture. Travel time - 22 days.  
 
The only covers that hadn’t been returned were the batch sent to the far eastern end of the island by 
the airport, St. George Post Office. Weeks passed and I began to wonder if these were lost in the mail or 
had been tossed in a bin. FINALLY, on February 5th, the covers arrived. They were postmarked January 
16th so the travel time from posting to arrival was 19 days. If you consider that I sent the covers on 
December 10th, it was almost two months before they were returned. These covers were also sent 
through the mail and had the usual scrapes, but the cancels were the worst of the lot. The CDS's were a 
bit over inked and smeary - looking as if hurriedly stamped. The Christmas Seals were actually cancelled 
and tied to the covers by the St. George branch office - the only one to do so.  
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So, in summary, while I did lose quite a few stamps to damage due to automation, I now have quite a 
few genuine postally used Bermuda stamps that were uncollectible in their previous condition. As there 
is no way to detect whether a cover was returned under a separate cover or actually sent through the 
mail stream, there is absolutely no advantage to having the covers sent back through the system, unless 
you want those additional barcodes added by the USPS as proof of actual postal usage and the personal 
satisfaction of knowing that they are genuinely postally used. In my humble opinion, requesting a cancel 
and having them returned in a cover is much less risky. The main Hamilton office appears to be the best 
equipped and fastest office and the one I would recommend if anyone were to send material for 
philatelic cancels.  
 
Thanks for taking the time to read my article! 
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The APS Articles of Distinction Program  
By Editorial Staff 
 
To date, our Forum/APS Chapter has submitted three articles for publication on the American Philatelic 

Society’s website. Each has a link that will bring readers to our Forum. The articles chosen to represent 

our Forum in each of the annual competitions conducted thus far are shown below, and each may be 

viewed by clicking on their respective link. 

 

 2017 The 1926 Madrid-Manila Flight – A Pioneering Journey 

 

 2018 Visiting Stamp Shops Around the World 

 

 2019 USS Constitution – America’s Ship of State 

 

In addition to the recognition afforded The Stamp Forum, the articles’ authors receive a certificate of 

achievement from APS. 

 

Four articles will be competing for the distinction of being selected as The Stamp Forum’s 2020 APS 

Article of Distinction – one from each issue published this year.  

 

If you haven’t yet made your selection from this or the other the Volume 4 issues, please do so before 

the polls close on August 31, 2020 at Midnight, New York time. You may make your selection(s) by 

clicking here.  

https://classic.stamps.org/Articles-of-Distinction
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/Madrid-Manila-Flight-2017.pdf
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/Visiting-stamp-shops-2018.pdf
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/articles_distinction/USS-Constitution-2019.pdf
http://thestampforum.boards.net/board/646/current-year-selections
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Navigating Our Forum 
Techniques, Tips and Reminders 
 
 If you have posted a thread in the Buy, Sell, Trade category, please notify the Forum Staff using the 

“report post” function (see below) when the thread is no longer active so that it may be moved to 

an “Ended” board. Before doing so, please check to see if the thread has already been moved. 

 

 The Forum’s Google Language plug-in provides an opportunity for members whose primary or 

second language is not English to understand posts and take part in discussions. To use this tool, 

select the desired language from the pull down menu to the left of the screen below the Navigation 

bar. Once a language has been selected, all posts will appear to the viewer in that language.  

 

 The most expeditious way to gain the attention of Admin, or a Forum 

Moderator, is to use the Report Post function.  Select this function from the 

pull-down menu found at the cog-wheel to the upper right of the post being 

reported. 

 

 The Frequently Asked Questions about Using the Forum category contains a 

wealth of information that should prove useful to members – consider 

checking it out. 

 

 Use the Quote function judiciously; if you read the Forum using the Recent Posts function and 

would like to respond to a post, navigate to the thread the post is in to see if your reply can be 

posted without having to use a quote. The Vol. 3, Issue 3 Newsletter has an article on quoting posts. 

 

 If a quote is needed for understanding, edit out any unnecessary text and/or images from the quote 

and take the time to ensure that your response is outside of the quote box.  

 

 To use the Forum’s image host plug-in (the Upload images 

button), you must have an account. To get an account, send 

a request to stampforum.net@gmail.com that includes your 

Forum user ID and full name. This is the Forum’s preferred 

image host. 

 

 The Add images to post button is a plug-in that uses 

imgbb.com as the host. An ImgBB account is not needed to use this method but one can be 

requested through that host. Unlike the TSF Image Host, imgbb.com  is not associated with the 

Forum 

 

 Conduct one-on-one conversations using Forum Personal Messages (PM); doing so via posts in 

threads can be disruptive and detract from the intended subject matter. 

 

https://thestampforum.boards.net/board/363/frequently-asked-using-forum
https://thestampforum.boards.net/posts/recent
http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/73677/thread
mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com


 

 

TTTHHHEEE   SSSTTTAAAMMMPPP   FFFOOORRRUUUMMM   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR    

      VVV444...333                                    AAAppprrr    ---   JJJuuunnn   222000222000   

   

ttthhheee ssstttaaammm pppfffooorrruuummm ...bbboooaaarrrdddsss ...nnneee ttt                                                                                                                                                            AAAPPPSSS   CCChhhaaapppttteee rrr    111555999111                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     333777   ooofff   333888   

 

 The subject of any thread you create should clearly describe the thread’s subject matter so 

members don’t have to open the thread to determine what it is about.  

 

 Before creating a new thread, use one of the two search options from the 

Navigation bar to see if a similar thread already exists; if one does, add to 

it rather than creating a new one. 

 

 If you want to start a thread on a country not yet listed on the Forum, send a request via PM to 

@Admin. A listing of countries that don’t yet have boards can be viewed here. Making the request in 

a post risks it not being noticed and acted upon. 

 

 If you are willing to share your mailing address with other like-minded members, request being 

added to the Mailing Address group; include your full name, user ID and complete mailing address. 

 

 You can either add your own avatar by editing your profile or use 

the Forum’s default, which has been changed from the previous 

default (the Proboards alien). 

 

 If you have a question or encounter a problem, reach out to 

Admin or a Moderator via PM. 

 

 Remember that civility is a required virtue on The Stamp Forum; treat all members with courtesy 

and respect. 

 

 Right-click Help in the navigation menu and select an open 

option from the displayed menu. The ProBoards’ help 

guide provides a wealth of “how to” information.  

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

  

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/58550/thread
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In Closing… 
 

This brings to an end another issue of the Newsletter and we hope you found something of interest 

within its pages. 
 

If The Stamp Forum is going to continue to publish a Newsletter, we need member support in 

submitting material. Anything of a philatelic nature will be considered (e.g., a catalog or book review, 

what I collect and why, a stamp show or bourse review, an intro to my local club, etc.).  
 

If you’d like to try your hand at writing something for publication, but aren’t sure how to go about it, 

contact one of the editorial staff and we’ll be happy to assist.  
 

Our plan is to have the next issue, covering the period July - September 2020, completed by late-June. In 

order to meet that target, we’d like to receive your submissions during the last week of May, or the first 

week of June at the very latest. 
 

Thanks for your support (and stay healthy)! 

 

 
 
 


