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IINN  TTHHIISS  IISSSSUUEE::  
 

 

CCOOMMEE  FFLLYY  WWIITTHH  MMEE  

  
 
  

 

PPHHIILLAATTEELLIICC  TTRRAAVVEELLOOGGUUEE::    

PPAARRIISS  &&  IITTSS  SSTTAAMMPP  MMAARRKKEETT          
 

 
 
 
 

TTHHEE  RROOSSEE  OOFF  SSHHAARROONN::    

KKOORREEAA’’SS  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  FFLLOOWWEERR  
 
 
 

 
Every Cover Tells a Story: A 

Soldier Writes Home 
 

 
 
A Vacation Souvenir 
 
 
 

Write for Your Stamp Forum’s Newsletter 
 

We are always looking for articles of a philatelic nature for publication in the Newsletter. These can vary in 
length from 1 page to several and can cover any topic imaginable as long as there is a philatelic connection. 
Well-researched articles, tips for collectors, stamp collecting memories, stamp show and philatelic book 
reviews, etc., are all welcome topics. Just send us a text file with some supporting image files and we’ll take 
care of the editing and layout. The Forum and its Newsletter need your support so please help us!  

TTHHEE  SSTTAAMMPP  FFOORRUUMM  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR   

  
EEDDIITTOORR::  SStteevvee  TToommiisseekk  ((ttoommiisseekkssjj))  
AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT  EEDDIITTOORRSS::  

        JJeerrrryy  BBooddooffff  ((JJeerrrryy__BB))  

        PPeetteerr  WWaarree  ((bbrriigghhttoonnppeettee))  
  

FFOORRUUMM  SSTTAAFFFF  

FFOOUUNNDDEERR::  JJaacckk  WWiittcchheerr  ((iirriisshhjjaacckk))  

AADDMMIINN//MMOODDEERRAATTOORR  TTEEAAMM::  
        MMiicchhaaeell  HHiiddee  ((LLoonnddoonnbbuuss11))  

        RRyyaann  DDaavveennppoorrtt  ((RRyyaann))  

        SStteevvee  TToommiisseekk  ((AAddmmiinn//ttoommiisseekkssjj))  
  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  iiss  

aa  qquuaarrtteerrllyy  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  TThhee  SSttaammpp  
FFoorruumm..  OOppiinniioonnss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  aarrttiicclleess  

iinn  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  

rreessppeeccttiivvee  aauutthhoorrss  aanndd  aarree  nnoott  
nneecceessssaarriillyy  eennddoorrsseedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFoorruumm..  

TThhee  FFoorruumm  ccaannnnoott  bbee  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  

tthhee  aaccccuurraaccyy  ooff  aannyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
pprriinntteedd  hheerreeiinn..  

  

EEddiittoorriiaall  aanndd  FFoorruumm  ssttaaffff  mmaayy  bbee  

ccoonnttaacctteedd  uussiinngg  tthhee  FFoorruumm’’ss  ppeerrssoonnaall  
mmeessssaaggee  ((PPMM))  ssyysstteemm..  TThhee  EEddiittoorr  aanndd  

FFoorruumm  AAddmmiinn  mmaayy  aallssoo  bbee  ccoonnttaacctteedd  

aatt  ssttaammppffoorruumm..nneett@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm..  
  

EEssttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  22001133,,  TTSSFF  iiss  aann  oonnlliinnee  

ssttaammpp  cclluubb  wwiitthh  aa  wwoorrllddwwiiddee  
mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp..  TThhee  FFoorruumm  iiss  aallssoo  

CChhaapptteerr  11559911  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  

PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy..  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  iiss  ffrreeee  
aanndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iiss  mmaaddee  oonnlliinnee  aatt  

hhttttpp::////tthheessttaammppffoorruumm..bbooaarrddss..nneett//  

  

TThhee  SSttaammpp  FFoorruumm  ((TTSSFF))  aanndd  tthhiiss  
NNeewwsslleetttteerr  aarree  wwhhoollllyy  mmeemmbbeerr  

ssuuppppoorrtteedd..  

mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
http://thestampforum.boards.net/
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Forum & APS Chapter 1591 Update 
 

As I write this, our Forum has grown to over 400 members with a cadre of about 50 who sign in and post 

fairly regularly. Changes to the process used to pre-screen prospective members have also significantly 

reduced the number of those who have their membership revoked, because they never return or fail to 

post their introduction. We’ve seen an uptick in member participation – a trend that will, hopefully, 

continue. We’ve also experienced an increase in member participation in 2019 APS Article of Distinction 

(AofD) selection, which will conclude at the end of September. If you haven’t yet completed all of the 

requirements for entry in the Article of Distinction Selection Giveaway, you will need to hurry.  
 

On the APS front, several items from the September 2019 issue of The American Philatelist merit 

mention. The Society’s new Chief Content Officer, Thomas Loebig, wants to hear from members and 

non-members alike regarding their perspectives on the current APS content (e.g., website, journal, social 

media accounts, mobile application, etc.) and ideas to enhance the content strategy. An email address 

has been established for the project: contentideas@stamps.org. Another item involves donations made 

to APS. You may recall the May AP announcement that the acceptance of stamp donations was being 

suspended. Going forward, only donations of advanced and specialized collections, postal history, 

serviceable supplies, and Siegel Auction Galleries’ catalogs (2010 to present) will be accepted. 
 

Lastly, I’d like to thank all of those who so generously donated funds to support the Forum. Special 

thanks are owed to @firstfrog2013 – his monthly Mystery Boxes appear to bring joy to all who receive 

them and they have kept the Forum flush with cash. 
 

Steve Tomisek 

Forum Admin/APS Chapter Ambassador  

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/79327/thread
mailto:contentideas@stamps.org
http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/68453
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Cinderella Corner, Part 15: Come Fly with Me 
By Michael Hide (Londonbus1) 

 

For this Cinderella Corner we will take an aerial ride with some topical Cinderellas that I hope will be of 

interest. We'll leave the wonderful Frank Sinatra to sing his song while we fly away with some labels and 

sheets that fit nicely in one of the most popular collecting subjects—aerophilately. Then, hopefully, we 

will make a smooth landing to visit one of the Exhibitions dedicated to this topic. But for all of this we 

need to go back in time. 

 

1933 was the year of the first successful flight around the Mediterranean Sea. Antal Bánhidi and his co-

pilot, Tibor Bisits, made the 12,500km journey in just over 100 hours, re-fuelling in North Africa with the 

help of the Italians. On the way, they made an illegal circular trip around the Pyramids in Egypt! Bánhidi 

was both a pilot and engineer who designed his first Bánhidi Gerle in 1930. It was Gerle 13 that made 

the flight around the Mediterranean. The flying club of the Technical University of Budapest, of which 

Bánhidi was a founding member, helped produce special labels to commemorate the event. 
 

(Top Left). A two-stage proof sheet, gummed, in Black 

and white. (Bottom Left) A Tete-Beche Pair in slightly 

different shades of Black/Dark Blue, hardly recognizable 

from the picture. (Below) The issued label. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fokker F-28 Fellowship was a twin-engine, short haul turbofan airplane produced by Fokker in 

Holland during the early part of the 1960’s. It 

made its first (test) flight in May 1967 and was 

put into operation in 1969 for both National and 

other airline companies in South Africa, 

Indonesia, Sweden and Bangladesh. I have not 

yet been able to establish if the advertising label 

shown at right was to commemorate the former 

or the latter! 
 

 

"""CCCooommmeee   fff lllyyy    wwwiiittthhh   mmmeee,,,    wwweee''' lll lll    fff lllyyy,,,   

wwweee''' lll lll    fff lllyyy    aaawwwaaayyy"""   
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On May 16th, 1940, the Tide Water Associated Oil Company of the United States made available, at their 

Tydol/Veedol gas stations, the first 3 poster stamps, together with a special album covering the history 

of American aviation. Three stamps were issued each week for 16 weeks and were not available from 

any other outlet, nor from Tide Water themselves, or any dealer. So says the introduction in the album! 
 

(Left) “When man attempts what no one else has done before, he is 

considered by his fellows to be either fool or genius.”  (The 

Pioneers…..Tydol Flying ‘A’ Stamp album 1940) 

 

The album and stamps are a must for any collector of 

aerophilately for the historical content alone. The labels 

include examples of passenger airlines, warplanes, 

experimental aircraft, and even covers the early 

drawings of winged structures by Leonardo da Vinci, 

over 350 years before the Wright Brothers! There is a 

space for each stamp and under each stamp details are 

given.  
 

(Below). Example Page: Poster Stamps 13-16 shown under 

the heading ‘Trail Blazers of the Air’. Stamp No.15 shows the 

‘First Lady of the Air’, Amelia Earhart. 

 

 

 

 

The stamps were created by Edward A. Wilson, a 

Glaswegian who went to Rotterdam as a child and 

then to Chicago where he studied at the Chicago 

Art Institute. He went on to become one of the 

best-loved illustrators of his generation, producing 

drawings for many famous books between 1925 

and1945. 

 

The Tydol Flying stamps were printed in sheets of 

12; 3 horizontal rows of 4 stamps of the same 

design. They are perforated 12½. Each design was 

numbered, more or less in historical order. The 

sheets have a plain margin all around. From the 

number of full sheets seen by this writer, I conclude 

that they are quite scarce! 
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(Above) Sheet of 12 showing stamps Nos. 2, 21 and 48. As you can see, the 

Poster Stamps were not issued sequentially. (Right) Poster Stamp No.11 

depicts single-motored, Liberty engine-powered Douglas biplanes, four of 

which attempted to fly around the globe in 1924. Piloted by the U.S. Army 

Air Corps, two of the planes and four pilots completed the trip! 

 

Great Britain’s Provincial Airways West Country Air Service 

was a short-lived venture which started and ended in late 

1933. The service ran from London Croydon to Plymouth in 

Devon via Southampton. De Havilland Fox Moth planes were 

used to carry the mail, but it is said that objections by the 

Post Office at the 3d fee were one of the reasons for its demise! Later, larger planes were used, flying to 

Penzance in Cornwall. It is not known if charges were made for mail or indeed if any was carried. This 

service has always been a bit of a mystery to me as there are so many conflicting stories and opinions 

and research, for the most part, is futile. 

 

For what it’s worth, labels were produced and used on those first two flights. Covers can still be found 

on occasion, but at a cost. There were at least 4 different printings of the labels and they can easily be 

distinguished from one another by colour, clarity or design varieties. They were printed in panes of 4, 

with margins all around, and stapled at the top into booklets of 5 panes. The labels are perforated 11 

and were printed by Clark Doble & Co, Plymouth. Given the number of printings, they must have been 

confident that the service would be successful. That explains why there are so many available in the 

marketplace today. Shown on the next page are a single pane of four labels and examples of colour 
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proofs that are known to exist. It is quite possible, indeed probable, that these examples are reprints or 

reproductions produced by the unscrupulous to make money. But they are always sold as proofs. Many 

more colours and (contrived?) errors also exist. Be aware! 

 

 

The topic of Aviation is vast, even with Cinderellas only it can be overwhelming. There are many sub-

topics and avenues to explore and it is easy to be side-tracked onto other things. It has happened with 

me also, on occasion. I have recently been exploring the simple Air Mail Etiquette with company 

inscriptions. I never knew it could be such a huge area to collect. Then I was sent some decals (luggage 

labels) and I delved into that area also! So be warned, the topic is just too big if you go after it all! 
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Having said that, I have shown a few examples of the above, not necessarily to tempt you, but to show 

you what is out there and what is possible. OK, I AM trying to tempt you! 
 

I promised at the outset that I would land you back safely at an Exhibition that catered to Airmail 

enthusiasts only. There are many, including some great events held in the USA, AIRPEX to name but one. 

I’ll cover some of the material from those Exhibitions another time, but to end this little foray into the 

skies above us, I’ll give you some examples from the 1934 Air Post Exhibition in London.  

 

1934 AIR POST EXHIBITION (APEX), Royal Horticultural Hall, London. May 7-12 

If, like me, you also collect ephemera, then Exhibitions like this one are just for you! Tickets, programs, 

menus, air mail etiquettes, PigeonGrams and magazines: besides the stamps, labels, covers and cards. A 

study in this Exhibition alone might take up much of one’s time, and quite a lot of one’s money also! For 

cover collectors, there was a unique opportunity to get the special winged cancel, the first change the 

British Post Office had allowed on the circled postmark. The Postmark was designed by Fred J. Melville, 

the founder of the Junior (now National) Philatelic Society (UK) and one of the co-sponsors along with 

the Royal. There was an official flight of an autogiro which flew over the route of the first UK aerial post 

between Hendon and Windsor, for which special cards and cachets were produced. The exhibition had it 

all. Was there a downside? Well, yes. The planned rocket firing by German specialist Gerhard Zucker was 

cancelled and re-arranged for a later date elsewhere. The attendances also made the event one of the 

most popular of all UK Exhibitions up to this time. 
 

I have shown a few items I have in my British Philatelic Exhibition collection, but there is a beautiful 

online display here (not mine, sadly): 
 

 

 

 

 

(Left) Set of six of the Gravure 

Institute, Paris labels with right-

hand tab “Samuel Jones papers.” 

(Below) Example with left-hand 

tab “Printed on Steel.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vicstamps.com/displays/2011nov24_apex/img14.html
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(Above)  Glassine envelope by Rapkin. The labels were 

sold in these for 1/6d set of six labels. (Right) Labels 

reproducing the show logo in sheet of 12, Imperf. Also 

produced Perforated (11x10). 

 

 

 

(Left)  Tete-Beche pair of labels produced by Gerhard Zucker for his Rocket 

launch covers. They were not issued. Two other types exist, including 

overprints. Zucker also ordered overprinted labels of the Paris type and 

these were sold for a whopping 2/6d for EACH LABEL! (Below) Two 

examples of unissued and unlisted labels for the Re-scheduled Rocket 

launch on the Sussex Downs in June 1934. Includes one with ‘roket’ 

spelling error. At least 4 different types exist. 

 

So ends our 

journey for this 

time. I hope you 

have all enjoyed 

your flight into 

the world of Cinderellas and aerophilately and will come 

fly with me again in the future! 
 

Watch for the re-invented Cinderella Corner Newsletter 

Giveaway which will be announced on the Forum soon 

after publication of our excellent newsletter. Included in 

the prizes will be a set of Gravure Institute Labels, as 

shown above, and other goodies. 
 

You may now alight. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Philatelic Travelogue:  Paris & Its Stamp Market 
By Chris Dorn (Beryllium Guy) 
 
In the last issue of the TSF Newsletter, I wrote a travel piece about some interesting places in Provence, 

with strong historical context but perhaps not so strong philatelic connections.  In this article, I am doing 

another travel piece, but with what I hope will be viewed as better stamp-related content. 
 

Paris, City of Light 

Paris, France is, without a doubt, one of the most famous and historic cities in the world.  Its name 

evokes images of romance, fashion, tourism, art, architecture, royalty, and much, much more.  It is one 

of my favorite cities in the world.  I have never actually lived in Paris, but I stayed there once for several 

weeks in the mid-1980s and I just fell in love with all of the great things that the city has to offer.  Paris 

originally received the moniker “City of Light” during the Age of Enlightenment, as it was a center for 

education and ideas.  By 1828, with the introduction of gas streetlights on the Champs-Élysées, the 

nickname became literal, too. 

 

In my younger days, I did a 6-month backpacking tour through Europe, and Paris was the city in which I 

ended up spending the most time by far.  It is a city that is so rich in places to see and things to do, that 

one could spend an entire lifetime getting to know it.  So, as tourists, we can only hope to scratch the 

surface, but it is so much fun to do the “scratching” that some, like me, have returned to the city many, 

many times since our first visit. 

 

My wife and I are fortunate enough to have close family friends who live on the western outskirts of 

Paris.  They are generous hosts, and have invited us to stay with them for weekend getaways on a 

number of occasions during our time in France.  This latest visit spanning a few days in late June and 

early July was our third time here since last April.  We enjoy it enough that frankly, we should try to 

come more often! 

 

History of The Stamp Market (Le Marché aux Timbres) 

In writing this article, I was motivated to do a little research about the famous Paris Stamp Market, as I 

felt certain that as with most things in Paris, there must be some interesting history behind it, and I was 

not disappointed.  It seems that after postage stamps were introduced in France in 1849, by 1860, 

middle-school students in Paris had already begun to collect stamps, and they started to trade them in 

the gardens of the Royal Palace. 

 

French historians consider these early activities as the origins of what we now know as the philatelic 

“bourse,” these days more commonly associated with stamp exhibitions.  By 1864, these large 

gatherings of collectors started to attract troublemakers, so the bourse was officially outlawed.  In 

response, of course, the collectors simply relocated their activities to another place, in this case, the 

Luxembourg Gardens, but they were eventually forced to leave there, too. 

 



 

 

TTTHHHEEE   SSSTTTAAAMMMPPP   FFFOOORRRUUUMMM   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR    

      VVV444...111                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        OOOcccttt ---DDDeeeccc   222000111999   

   

ttthhheee ssstttaaammm pppfffooorrruuummm ...bbboooaaarrrdddsss ...nnneee ttt                                                                                                                                                            AAAPPPSSS   CCChhhaaapppttteee rrr    111555999111                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     111000   ooofff   222777   

 

In the end, in 1887, a wealthy stamp collector bequeathed some prime real estate to the city of Paris 

under the provision that it would permit an open-air stamp bourse on the land.  Such was the birth of 

the Paris Stamp Market, now located in a small lane called “Carré Marigny”, and it is this small lane that 

is the primary location of the stamp market. 

 
(Left) An artist’s concept of the Paris Stamp Market 
in 1941 done from a wood engraving and used on a 
postcard.  This example is franked with a France, 
Scott 435 80-centime brown definitive stamp 
depicting World War I hero Marshal Pétain issued 
in 1941.   
 
(Below) A Cinderella stamp created from what 
appears to be a different engraving of the earlier 
design, this one produced in 1942 to raise money 
to help artists.  Image courtesy of Michael Hide 
(Londonbus1). 
 

 

According to the blog website “Piétons de Paris” (which 

means “Paris Pedestrians” and found here:  

http://pietondeparis.canalblog.com/), the Paris Stamp 

Market is unique in Europe, and perhaps in the world.  In 

my experience, that may be a slight overstatement.  It 

may well be unique how long the market has been going 

on, and that land was donated to the city in order to 

make it possible in perpetuity, but I do not believe that outdoor stamp markets are unique to Paris.  In 

fact, I have been to a very nice one in Barcelona, Spain on two occasions. 

 

In any case, there is undoubtedly something special about the Paris Stamp Market, now in continuous 

operation since 1887, more than 130 years and counting!  With this history in mind, let’s take a look at 

the Market today. 

 

Personal History with the Paris Stamp Market 

In retrospect, I have no idea why I did not explore the Stamp Market when I was in Paris back in the 

1980s.  I admit that I did not know of its existence prior to that trip, but when I was there, I discovered it 

one day by accident, when I was just walking around town.  I do recall looking at stamps on the dealers’ 

tables, but I was not too confident in my ability to converse about stamps in French back then, and in my 

memory, I think I was a bit intimidated by how big the Market seemed in those days. 

 

After missing that opportunity, I have wanted to return to the Stamp Market ever since.  The Market 

normally operates three days a week:  Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, but also on national holidays, 

which seems like a very civilized idea to me.  After first arriving in France, I tried to visit the Stamp 

http://pietondeparis.canalblog.com/
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Market on a Sunday in April 2018, but it turned out to be rainy that day, and I learned, as one might 

have expected, that the outdoor market does not operate when it rains. 

 

An old cliché about life is that “the third time is the charm.”  For my attempts to visit the Paris Stamp 

Market, that saying proved to be true.  I finally succeeded in getting to the Market on a fine day at the 

end of June 2019, and I had a good visit there, but I was a bit surprised at what I found. 

 

The good news is, that after all this time, the Paris Stamp 

Market is still running, and for my part, I found many nice 

stamps there during my visit.  The bad news is, that due to 

the political situation in France, protesters are regularly 

blocking off streets in Paris near the Market, which is 

limiting the dealer participation.  In years past, there have 

been some 50 dealers in attendance.  I was told that these 

days, there are 19 dealers who have registered and paid in 

advance to participate, but on the day of my visit, there 

were only 4 dealers on site. 
 

(Above Right) The author checking out a dealer display at the Paris Stamp Market. (Below Left) The author looking 
through one of the many albums of interesting stamps and other material at the stand of dealer Jean-Pierre Boulay. 

 

If you are wondering about what political situation may 

have impacted the Stamp Market, it is simple and well 

publicized.  Perhaps you have heard of the “Gilets 

Jaunes” (translates to “Yellow Vests”) in France.  These 

people are protesters against injustices in the French 

Government systems that make daily life more difficult 

for working class citizens.  The movement of the Gilets 

Jaunes started in October 2018 and was originally only 

supposed to last for one weekend. 

 

The movement took hold, however, and has continued regularly for some months, and is now still 

sporadically occurring at the time of this writing (July 2019).  Part of the Gilets Jaunes protesters’ agenda 

is to cause disruption to business and the daily life of French people to call attention to their cause.  

Blocking streets and slowing down or stopping traffic altogether is a major part of what they do.  

Unfortunately, what remains of their current activities has had a significant effect on the Paris Stamp 

Market. 

 

Acquisitions from the Recent Visit 

All I can say is, despite the current issues faced by the Paris Stamp Market, I had an excellent experience 

there, and I acquired some great stamps in the process.  On this occasion, I only spent about 2 hours at 

the Market, which is not as long as I would have liked, but it was the amount of time I could easily allow 

as part of a family tourist visit! 
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I did take a look at what all four dealers had to offer, but I effectively spent all of my time with one 

dealer named Jean-Pierre Boulay.  I learned that Jean-Pierre was a Paris firefighter for more than 30 

years, and when he retired, he became a full-time stamp dealer.  He had ample stocks of stamps, 

postcards, and covers from which to choose. When I told 

him that my interest was worldwide classic stamps, he 

directed me to a large album of material.  I found items 

to my liking from the very first page. 
 

(Left) Two of my first finds:  France, Offices in Zanzibar, Scott 5 and 
Scott 7.  I really like these Peace & Commerce definitive issues 
(referred to by the name of the designer “Sage” in French) 
overprinted or surcharged for use in French colonies and offices 
abroad. 

 
(Right) A pair of nicely centered postage due stamps:  
France, Scott J15 and Scott J64. (Below) A couple of 
imperforate France postage due stamps overprinted and 
surcharged for use abroad:  Ivory Coast, Scott Q17 (parcel 
post) and Senegal, Scott J1 (postage due).  

 

After I chose a healthy number of sets and singles to 

my liking, and Jean-Pierre added up my acquisitions, 

he not only gave me a nice overall discount, he also 

directed me to several boxes of stock cards and told 

me to choose five as a gift.  At that point, I realized 

that I was a bit pressed for time, as I needed to go with my wife Amy for lunch before going on to our 

next sightseeing tour, and she was now waiting for me to finish.  The stock cards were not in any 

particular order, so I decided to pull out any that looked interesting, and then narrow those down to the 

final five. 

 

I had grabbed about a dozen cards, and as I started to go through them to decide on which five to keep, 

Jean-Pierre insisted that I should just take them all.  He is quite the gentleman, old Jean-Pierre!  I was 

delighted with my purchases and my gift.  What a great day! 

 

Dénouement (Finishing Touch) 

Sometimes a word from one language is adopted for use directly into another language, and the word 

“dénouement” is one of those.  It is clearly a French word, but I recall learning it when I was a student in 

English class.  Our literature teacher told us that it refers to a short final element in a story that comes 

after the main concluding action, and this story has one. 
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Amy and I went off and had a great lunch in a small café not far from the Market.  During our lunch, I 

remembered one other set of stamps that I had seen but not purchased, and by the time we were 

finished, I asked if we had time to stop by the Market for just a minute on our way to meet up with the 

family for the sightseeing. 

 

As it happened, our family members were 

running a little late, so we had the time to 

make one last quick stop at the Market, 

where Jean-Pierre sold me a nice unused 

set of King Edward VII, Great Britain, 

Morocco Agencies overprints.  I was 

delighted to get these. 
 
 (Left)  Great Britain, Morocco Agencies, 
Scott 201-204 and 206-208. 

 
As we were leaving, Jean-Pierre asked 

where we were going next, and we told 

him that we were headed to the Basilica 

of the Sacré Cœur in Montmartre.  He 

asked us to wait a moment, and after a brief search in his stock, he gave us a postcard of the Basilica, 

which had been postmarked in 1910, a great way to finish my first real visit to the Paris Stamp Market.  I 

have already been in touch with Jean-Pierre since then, and I hope to get back to Paris to visit the 

Market and see him again before too long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Above) Period picture postcard of the Basilica of the Sacré Cœur (Sacred Heart) in Montmartre, given to me as 
a gift by stamp dealer Jean-Pierre shown alongside a photo of the Basilica taken on the same day in June 2019. 
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(Below) The other side of the postcard, franked with France, Scott 159, 5-centime green definitive stamp 
depicting “The Sower” (La Semeuse in French), issued in 1907.  Receiving postmark dated 5 February 1910. 

 

 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  
 
Four articles are currently competing for the distinction of being selected as The Stamp Forum’s 2019 

APS Article of Distinction. If you haven’t yet made your selection, please do so before the poll closes on 

September 30th. You may make your selection by clicking here. As of this writing, only 17 members have 

made their selections. Remember that participation is a prerequisite for the giveaway!  

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/81284/thread
http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/79327/thread
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The Rose of Sharon (Mugunghwa/무궁화): Korea’s National Flower 
By Darrin Lettinga (darkormex) 
 

In 1953, South Korea issued what was to become a long running definitive stamp series. These stamps 

are commonly found in mixtures, kiloware and old collections. I have noted that finding and completing 

a collection of all major and minor numbers of this set can be difficult and the series can be interesting 

for those who like to specialize. 
 

In 1956, three new designs were added to this series; King Sejong (see my article King Sejong and the 

Creation of Hangul in the Newsletter’s V3.4), the Kyungju Observatory and the Rose of Sharon (Scott 

labels this stamp as a Hibiscus). The Rose of Sharon is a flowering shrub in the Hibiscus genus, but for 

the sake of familiarity, I will call the design Rose of Sharon or mugunghwa/무궁화. I would like to explore 

the Rose of Sharon and its cultural significance in South Korea through the many stamps that have been 

issued depicting this beautiful flower. 
 

The KPS Catalogue names these definitives as the 1st Hwan and 2nd Hwan series and later printings with 

similar or the same designs are distinguished by 

watermarks and small design differences. The Scott 

Catalogue does not give an English title to the series, 

but the stamps depict historic monuments, buildings, 

people and other culturally significant designs. These 

various designs were printed and reprinted up until 

1961 when a new definitive stamp series began. 
 

The stamps on the next page are all of the same basic 

design. However, when these were added to the set in 

1956, the Hwan (환) currency designation was dropped 

and the earlier designs were re-drawn and re-printed 

without it. The 10h Rose of Sharon design, Scott 235, 

first issued in 1956, is not watermarked and on readily 

identifiable laid paper. In 1957, the 10h design was 

reprinted on paper watermarked with zigzag lines, 

Scott 240, and a 20h denomination, Scott 253, was 

added later that year. The final printing was on paper 

watermarked with the Korean postal emblem, Scott 

273. This design, along with the King Sejong, Tiger and 

Seoul South Gate designs, were issued as a souvenir 

sheet for the 3rd Postal Week in 1959 (right). 
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Scott 235 (KPS 145), 240 (KPS 156), 253 (KPS 159) and 273 (KPS 173) 

 

Hibiscus syriacus, more commonly known in the United States as the 

Rose of Sharon, is a hardy, deciduous shrub that can reach a height of 13 

to 15ft. Depending on the climate and location, the Rose of Sharon has 

the ability to flower continuously from July through September. It 

produces many showy blossoms that appear in the early morning and 

wither by the end of day. The trumpet-shaped flowers have a large 

yellow stamen with white tip sprouting from a flower that can be various 

shades of pink or almost purple as well as white. Each flower has five 

petals and the center is typically bright red. 

 

The first stamp depicting the Rose of Sharon on a South Korean stamp appeared in 1949 and is part of 

that year’s definitive set. This stamp (Scott 109 (KPS 66) at right), and others from this set, were 

surcharged in 1951 during the Korean War. Here again, the Scott Catalog notes the flower as simply 

Hibiscus which is somewhat inaccurate in that Hibiscus can refer to a large number of different flowers 

and shrubs. 

 

The mugunghwa, or Rose of Sharon, has been a flower of deep 

cultural and historic affection. Even from the days of the Silla 

Kingdom (57 BC – AD 935) which called itself Geunhwahyang, 

or the country of the Mugunghwa. The meaning of 

mugunghwa is “eternal blossom that never fades,” and it has 

taken on a symbolic and spiritual meaning to Koreans of 

endurance, immortality and perseverance. The five petals of 

the flower (relationships of objects and concepts in the form 

of quintets have significance in Buddhism and Confucianism) connect to Confucian values including the 

five kinds of piety or respect: elder and junior, husband and wife, parents and children, friends, and 

leader and follower. 

 

An attempt was made to eradicate the Rose of Sharon and propaganda spread during the Japanese 

colonial period. The Japanese spread rumors, and it became required to teach schoolchildren that the 

flower was poisonous. Despite this, however, the flower became a symbol of resistance during this time 

and when the occupation had ended, the flower and its shape became a symbol of Korea.  
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The flower is mentioned in the Korean national anthem, the Aegukga 

(애국가) and the 5-petal design element has been incorporated into the 

logo of many governmental bodies, including the emblem of the 

President’s office, the Supreme Court as well as a badge for Korean 

congressmen and women. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several different small format 

definitive stamps have been issued, 

since 1979, that depict the Rose of 

Sharon or Mugunghwa. Below are 

several of these. These were issued in 

huge quantities and are, again, 

stamps the average stamp collector 

may be familiar with from mixtures.  

The coil versions, however, KPS294A, 

KPS353A and KPS393A are probably 

difficult to find on cover and even as used singles. During the time I lived in Korea, from 1988 to 1997, I 

would rarely encounter a coil stamp on an envelope, and I doubt coils have caught on since then.   
 

         
 

After I left, in 2004, a set of 4 definitives were issued at tiered rates for postcards, base rates for 

different letter/package weights and an international rate stamp for up to 50 grams. These are Scott 

1991, 1994, 1995, and 1997 (shown below). A pretty set of definitives, in my opinion, that finally show 

the Rose of Sharon in colors other than the usual pink normally depicted on Korean stamps. 
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The 5-petal design element, as incorporated into the emblem of many Korean governmental bodies, is 

found on a number of Korean stamps that depict topics having to do with the Korean government and 

diplomatic visits from foreign leaders.  During the 1980s, a series of stamps and souvenir sheets were 

issued depicting the state visits of various Asian leaders. Many of the stamps combined images of pink 

Roses of Sharon along with the flags and the leaders of both South Korea and the visiting country. 

 

The Rose of Sharon (mugunghwa) continues to be an iconic cultural object in Korea and is a ubiquitous 

design element in everything from electronic media advertising to signs for local street vendors and 

shops. Special Rose of Sharon parks 

have been established in many cities 

for the inhabitants to enjoy during 

the summer months, when the 

flowers are in bloom. In addition, 

there used to be a Mugunghwa 

designation of interurban train and 

two Korean communication 

satellites, Koreasat 1 and 2 were 

also called Mugunghwa 1 and 2. 

 
There are many other postal items depicting The Rose of Sharon. I believe I have captured many of them 

on this page, but there are still others issued prior to and since I left Korea in 1997, including 

personalized postage, postal cards and other stamps with only the 5-petal image, or outline, used as an 

emblem or design element on stamps.  The image is ubiquitous on South Korean stamps and only serves 

to show how important the Rose of Sharon is as a national symbol of the Republic of Korea. 
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“Stamps on cover often have a story which 
is more interesting than the Stamps.”  

 vikingeck, June 24, 2019 

Every Cover Tells a Story: A Soldier Writes Home 
By Steve Tomisek (tomiseksj) 
 
Below is a recent acquisition and one that was obtained as 

a consequence of a purchase made for my war savings 

stamp collection. Typically, when I buy an item on eBay, 

either through auction or buy-it-now purchase, I’ll view the 

seller’s other listings to see if I can save a few pennies on other purchases when combined shipping is 

offered. This cover was obtained during that process.  

 

I was attracted to it 

because it was 

soldier’s mail from 

World War II, 

complete with an 

Army Postal Service 

postmark and an Army 

Censor marking. It also 

had a colorful 

American Art Service 

cachet that I found to 

be both appealing and 

one that I could add to 

the cartoon cachet thread started by @stamphinger. The seller was one that I had purchased from in 

the past and he charged a very reasonable $1.00 shipping fee, regardless of the number of items 

purchased, so I added it to my cart. 

 

In the cover’s upper right 

corner is the hand-written 

word “Free,” penned by 

the sender, Private Robert 

E. Meeker, United States 

Army. The franking 

privilege can be traced 

back to 17th Century Great 

Britain. Here in America, 

the Second War Powers 

Act, enacted March 27, 

1942 (Public Law 81-507), 

authorized any member of 

the U.S. military on active service to send any first-class letter mail matter to anyone in the U.S., its 

territories and possessions, free of postage. Regulations, established by the Postmaster General, 
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promulgated on April 1, 1942 in Postal Bulletin 18418, required the word “Free” to be placed in the 

upper right corner of the piece and the sender’s name, rank and branch of service in the upper left.   

 

On July 10, 1942, Postal Bulletin 18461 clarified 

that the mail piece being sent free of postage 

also had to include the sender’s approved 

address. From the cover, we see that Private 

Meeker was assigned to Company G, 40th 

Engineer Combat Regiment. The 40th Engineer 

Combat Regiment was organized as a three 

battalion regiment at Camp Pickett, Virginia 

during January, 1943 and subsequently served in 

combat in North Africa, Italy, France, Germany 

and Austria. From August 15 through September 

14, 1944, Private Meeker’s unit participated in 

Operation Anvil (later named Dragoon), the Allied 

invasion of Southern France. From his address, as 

well as the postmark, we can see that mail from 

this unit was routed through Army Post Office 

(APO) 768. At the time of mailing, on October 30, 

1944, APO 768 was located in Marseilles, France, 

which had been liberated by August 29th.  

 

The lower left corner of the cover bears a very faint copy of a censorship marking which reads “Passed 

by U.S. Army Examiner.” The examiner’s number (18927) is included within a double oval as a part of the 

stamp and the initials “PM L” have been added in pen to authenticate the stamped marking.  As an 

operational security measure, each outgoing letter passing 

through a military post office was carefully examined for 

classified or sensitive information. Unit locations, planned 

movements, etc., were blacked out or removed – sometimes 

entire letters were confiscated.  Unit Commanders were 

responsible for censorship within their commands, and all 

soldier’s mail was to be unit-censored before mailing. 

Absent the letter content, there is no way of knowing if 

anything Meeker had written about was redacted.  

 

There is no back stamp of any type on the cover’s reverse; however, the date “11-9-44” is penned just 

under the flap, presumably indicating the date of receipt if the mail piece had moved by plane to the 

U.S. Initially, I had assumed that the addressee, Mrs. L. J. Meeker of Mansfield, Ohio, was the sender’s 

Mother. This was confirmed once I was able to locate a copy of Private Meeker’s obituary. He was the 

son of Lawrence J. and Loretta C. [Keefer] Meeker; having been born in Akron, Ohio on July 17, 1922. 

This meant that Meeker had just turned 22 years of age at about the time his unit departed the United 
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States bound for the European Theater. It also revealed that he returned to Mansfield after the war and 

resided there until his death on May 6, 2000 following an extended illness. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed exploring this 

cover’s story and am always hoping 

to find similarly interesting pieces 

in my daily ebay visits. My only 

regret is that the cover did not 

have its original content; that could 

have provided a glimpse into 

Private Meeker’s experiences on 

the battlefield. 

 
References: 

Postal Bulletins 18418 and 18461 

Obituary of Robert Meeker, Wappner Funeral Directors & Crematory 

The U.S. Army Campaigns of World War II: Southern France 

FM 12-105: Adjutant General’s Field Manual; Army Postal Service, May 7, 1943 

 

 

  

https://www.wappner.com/obituary/robert-e-meeker/
https://history.army.mil/brochures/sfrance/sfrance.htm
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Cybele Palace in Madrid, Spain. (Image source: Wikipedia) 

A Souvenir from the Family Vacation 
By Constantin Itin (kostia84) 
 
Recently, I’ve returned from the annual family vacation trip we took to Spain. Well, actually it was the 

first time ever we went abroad as a whole family with my two little daughters since they were born. The 

trip was great, and Spain was lovely.  

 

On a “stampy” note, I was eager to get to some stamp shop to buy some goodies from a local dealer, 

something to remember the trip. I thought of finding something related to my thematic collections or 

just a mix of older Spanish stamps. However, family comes first, so no “stampy” time for me.  On the last 

day of the trip, God knows how, and with a lot of complex logistics, I went out of the hotel at around 4 

PM and headed to the nearest stamp shop found on Google Maps. That place was no longer there. I 

headed to the next one – closed, the third one – a note: “gone for a vacation for the next two weeks” 

(oh, come on, man!). From there I headed to what is considered to be the main square of old town 

Madrid – “Plaza Mayor.” Google Maps showed a lot of philatelic shops there. Well, indeed, I found as 

many as a dozen. All closed. I mean all of them! At 4.30 PM. I can’t tell if they were closed for good, or 

just finished for the day. Some were already non-existing, with a café or a souvenir kiosk instead. That 

was a sad sight to witness. After a 

short consideration, the only thing left 

for me to do was to go to some post 

office in hope of finding something 

relevant there. I’ve told myself that I 

will not end that trip and leave Spain 

without a philatelic souvenir!  

 

The post office I chose was the central 

post office of Madrid situated in the 

Cybele Palace, an iconic symbol of the 

city. The building is stunning and really worth visiting by anyone traveling to Madrid, even by non-

philatelists (hint for all you guys traveling with such a person). Serving as a city hall today, it was built as 

a “Palacio de Telecomunicaciones”—the city's main post office, telegraph and telephone headquarters. 

Today, only part of this grandiose construction serves as a post office. Nevertheless, it is still a large and 

spacious place with two dozen counters.  

 

I found a clerk who was a very nice lady who knew no other language but Spanish. Nevertheless, a 

magical word “philately” bridged immediately all the cultural and linguistic gaps between us. With 

sorrow she informed me that the philatelic counter was already closed. There was nothing left for me 

but to just ask her to show me whatever stamps she might have. She took out a binder with current 

stamps. There were only a few. As I started to go through them, surprisingly, almost each one had a 

meaning to me. One commemorated Madrid, others commemorated tourism in Madrid. That one 

reminded me of a Flamenco show I went to the other night with my wife. The Cervantes stamp matched 

the house where this author lived and died, which was situated about a minute walk from our hotel. The 
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noble portrait of Felipe VI, king of Spain reminded me of our tour to the Royal Palace. And of course, a 

magnificently engraved mini-sheet celebrating a century of the “Palacio de Telecomunicaciones,” where 

I exactly stood.  
 

Assembling these simple contemporary stamps built a picture of our 

vacation trip. Put together, they created a collage to remember this 

experience. I need to add, that during all this time, I was 

accompanied by my dear wife, who is very sympathetic to my 

hobby, making this moment even more meaningful. Bringing home 

this simple assembly was the best souvenir I could ask for to 

remember this vacation. In my opinion, it was better than I could 

have acquired at any stamp shop.  
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Navigating Our Forum 
Techniques, Tips and Reminders 
 
 If you have posted a thread in the Buy, Sell, Trade category, please notify the Forum Staff using the 

“report post” function (see below) when the thread is no longer active so that it may be moved to 

an “Ended” board. 

 

 The Forum’s Google Language plug-in provides an opportunity for members whose primary or 

second language is not English to understand posts and take part in discussions. To use this tool, 

select the desired language from the pull down menu to the left of the screen below the Navigation 

bar. Once a language has been selected, all posts will appear to the viewer in that language.  

 

 The most expeditious way to gain the attention of Admin, or a Forum 

Moderator, is to use the Report Post function.  Select this function from the 

pull-down menu found at the cog-wheel to the upper right of the post being 

reported. 

 

 The Frequently Asked Questions about Using the Forum category contains a 

wealth of information that should prove useful to members – consider 

checking it out. 

 

 Use the Quote function judiciously; if you read the Forum using the Recent Posts function and 

would like to respond to a post, navigate to the thread the post is in to see if your reply can be 

posted without having to use a quote. The Vol. 3, Issue 3 Newsletter has an article on quoting posts. 

 

 If a quote is needed for understanding, edit out any unnecessary text and/or images from the quote 

and take the time to ensure that your response is outside of the quote box.  

 

 To use the Forum’s image host plug-in (the Upload images 

button), you must have an account. To get an account, send 

a request to stampforum.net@gmail.com that includes your 

Forum user ID. This is the Forum’s preferred image host. 

 

 The Add images to post button is a plug-in that uses 

imgbb.com as the host. An ImgBB account is not needed to 

use this method but one can be requested through that host. Unlike the TSF Image Host, imgbb.com  

is not associated with the Forum 

 

 Conduct one-on-one conversations using Forum Personal Messages (PM); doing so via posts in 

threads can be disruptive and detract from the intended subject matter. 

 

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/73677/thread
mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
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 The subject of any thread you create should clearly describe the thread’s subject matter so 

members don’t have to open the thread to determine what it is about.  

 

 Before creating a new thread, use one of the two search options from the 

Navigation bar to see if a similar thread already exists; if one does, add to 

it rather than creating a new one. 

 

 If you want to start a thread on a country not yet listed on the Forum, 

send a request via PM to @Admin. A listing of countries that don’t yet have boards can be viewed 

here. Making the request in a post risks it not being noticed and acted upon. 

 

 If you are willing to share your mailing address with other like-minded members, request being 

added to the Mailing Address group; include your full name, user ID and complete mailing address. 

 

 You can either add your own avatar by editing your profile or use 

the Forum’s default, which has been changed from the previous 

default (the Proboards alien). 

 

 If you have a question or encounter a problem, reach out to 

Admin or a Moderator via PM. 

 

 Remember that civility is a required virtue on The Stamp Forum; treat all members with courtesy 

and respect. 

 

 Right-click Help in the navigation menu and select an open 

option from the displayed menu. The ProBoards help 

guide provides a wealth of “how to” information.  

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

  

http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/58550/thread
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In Closing… 
 

This brings to an end another issue of the Newsletter and we hope you found something of interest 

within its pages. 
 

If we are going to continue to publish a Newsletter, we need member support in submitting material. 

Anything of a philatelic nature will be considered (e.g., a catalog or book review, what I collect and why, 

a stamp show or bourse review, an intro to my local club, etc.).  
 

If you’d like to try your hand at writing something for publication but aren’t sure how to go about it, 

contact one of the editorial staff and we’ll be happy to assist.  
 

Our plan is to have the next issue, covering the period January – March 2020, completed by mid-

December. In order to meet that target, we’d like to receive your submissions during the last week of 

November, or the first week of December at the very latest. 
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

p.s. Before I forget, October is National Stamp Collecting Month in the United States. If you would like a 

chance to win the souvenir card issued by the USPS in honor of the first observance in October 1981, 

just sent a Forum Personal Message (PM) indicating your interest to @tomiseksj, not later than October 

31, 2019. The card measures approximately 6” high by 8” wide (152mm by 203mm). 

 

 

 
 

USPS Souvenir Card, National Stamp Collecting Month, October 1981 


