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              Philatelic Travelogue    
 
 

Write for Your Stamp Forum’s Newsletter 
 

We are always looking for articles of a philatelic nature for publication in the Newsletter. These can vary in 
length from 1 page to several and can cover any topic imaginable as long as there is a philatelic connection. 
Well-researched articles, tips for collectors, stamp collecting memories, stamp show and philatelic book 
reviews, etc., are all welcome topics. Just send us a text file with some supporting image files and we’ll take 
care of the editing and layout. The Forum and its Newsletter need your support so please help us!  

THE STAMP FORUM NEWSLETTER 
 
EDITOR: Steve Tomisek (tomiseksj) 
ASSISTANT EDITORS: 
    Jerry Bodoff (Jerry_B) 
    Peter Ware (brightonpete) 
 
FORUM STAFF 
FOUNDER: Jack Witcher (irishjack) 
ADMIN/MODERATOR TEAM: 
    Michael Hide (Londonbus1) 
    Ryan Davenport (Ryan) 
    Steve Tomisek* (Admin/tomiseksj) 
 
The Stamp Forum (TSF) Newsletter is 
a quarterly publication of The Stamp 
Forum. Opinions expressed in articles 
in this newsletter are those of the 
respective authors and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Forum. 
The Forum cannot be responsible for 
the accuracy of any information 
printed herein. 
 
Editorial and Forum staff may be 
contacted using the Forum’s personal 
message (PM) system. The Editor and 
Forum Admin may also be contacted 
at stampforum.net@gmail.com. 
 
Established in 2013, TSF is an online 
stamp club with a worldwide 
membership. The Forum is also 
Chapter 1591 of the American 
Philatelic Society. Membership is free 
and application is made online at 
http://thestampforum.boards.net/ 
 
TSF and this Newsletter are wholly 
member supported. 
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Forum & APS Chapter 1591 Update 
 

Some may recall that in April I announced my intention to purchase a 3-issue classified ad in The 
American Philatelist in an effort to increase the Forum’s exposure and gain new members. The first ad 
ran in the May issue and last will appear in the July issue; each appears as the sole listing under the 
banner “APS Chapters.”  By the time this issue is published, I will have posted a poll on the Forum in an 
effort to determine the various sources that bring members to our Forum. If it appears the AP ad has 
merit, I’ll apply additional Forum funds toward running it again. 
 

I’d also like to point out that, in conjunction with its effort to revitalize its website, APS is rolling out a 
new benefit for APS members – the Collecting & Connecting Central (C3a) educational platform. This 
site, accessible by selecting “Online Learning” from the “Learn” tab dropdown menu, provides members 
with access to videos, learning modules and other educational resources from a single location. Visitors 
to the C3a platform (i.e., non-APS members or APS members who haven’t signed in to the site) will have 
access to a limited number of learning resources.  Clicking on “Catalog” will show a list of courses 
available to you. Many of the videos now available for purchase as DVDs will be converted to MP4 files 
and placed on the “eCommerce” page for purchase and download. For-purchase online courses are 
forthcoming. APS is looking for more content to add to the platform. 
 

This is the final issue of publication year 2019 and we’ll be conducting our third “APS Article of 
Distinction” selection process during September to determine which Newsletter article, published 
during the year, will be added to the “Articles of Distinction” page on the APS website. The article’s 
author receives a certificate from the APS and the listing includes reference to our Chapter. You are 
encouraged to support both our Forum and its Newsletter by participating in the selection process. Polls 
have been posted on the Forum for each of the four issues – they will remain open until the end of 
August. A separate poll listing the articles receiving the most votes from each issue will then be 
conducted to determine the Forum’s representative for the year 2019.  
 

Steve Tomisek 
Forum Admin/APS Chapter Ambassador  

http://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/6376/brings-new-members-forum
https://classic.stamps.org/Articles-of-Distinction
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King Sejong and the Creation of Hangul, the Korean Script 
By Darrin Lettinga (darkormex) 
 
In 1956, South Korea issued a set of 5 stamps adding to what would become a series of large format 
definitive stamps depicting historical figures, historical monuments and culturally significant animals and 
plants. This series of stamps would not be replaced until 1962. 
 
Among the set, is the first of many stamps issued by the Republic of Korea, depicting King Sejong the 
Great. Four different printings of this design were issued between 1956 and 1959. Shown below, from 
left to right, are Scott numbers 236, 241, 255 and 275. Korean Postage Stamp Catalog numbers will be 
shown in parenthesis. 
 

 
 
Scott 236 (KPS 146) is unwatermarked and printed on thin laid paper. Scott 241 (KPS 158) is 
watermarked with zigzag lines – also for Scott 255 (KPS 161) which was issued in the additional 
denomination of 40 hwan. Finally, Scott 275 (KPS 175) for the 1957-59 series is watermarked with the 
Korean Postal Emblem. 
 
Who was King Sejong and what did he do? 
 
Sejong was the youngest of three children of King Taejong, ruler of the early Joseon Kingdom. He was 
born in 1397 and died in 1450. He was favored by his father because he excelled in his studies. Later, his 
older brother, Yangnyeong, who had been designated as heir-apparent, was seen to be too free spirited 
by his father and was known to prefer leisure activities. This lack of seriousness was a fault to his father. 
In 1418, Sejong was designated heir-apparent and became King upon the abdication of his father. 
 
These two semi-postal stamps are the same basic 
design as the definitives issued in 1956. These are Scott 
B3 and B4. Scott B3 (KPS S3) on the left is watermarked 
with zigzag lines; Scott B4 (KPS S4) on the right is 
watermarked with the postal emblem. Both stamps 
were issued in 1957 and the additional surtax of 10 
hwan was meant for flood relief.  
 
King Sejong was in many ways quite progressive for his 
times: he instituted Confucian principles in government and politics, his foreign policy maintained good 
relationships with the Chinese Ming Dynasty and with Japan, he strengthened the military and made the 
borders secure, and he emphasized the importance of science and technology. 
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The King Sejong seated on his throne design, used 
on both definitive and semi-postal stamps, was 
used a final time on a souvenir sheet (left) 
depicting the 40 hwan King Sejong stamp, the 
Namdaemun Gate, a tiger and the Rose of Sharon 
flower which is a symbol of South Korea. This 
souvenir sheet is Scott 291B (KPS C122) and was 
issued in 1959. 
 
Most importantly, however, King Sejong was 
known for his promotion of scholarship via the 
creation of the Hall of Worthies 

(Jiphyeonjeon/집현전) and the creation and 

promulgation of Hangul (한글), the Korean script. 
 
Up until that time, the Korean educated and ruling 
class had been using Chinese characters to 
represent their language. Indeed, as many as 300 
Chinese characters are still in use today and can be 
seen in some books and Korean newspapers. This 
is, however, falling by the wayside. 
 
The Korean language, and Chinese, are wholly 
different, unrelated languages and the scholars of 
the Jiphyeonjeon were asked to come up with a 

writing system that was easy to learn and could be used by the person on the street. 
 
The "letters" surrounding the vignette on this new definitive, show the script created by King Sejong. It 
is easy to learn, easy to write and logical. The idea was to shape the letter by the way the sounds are 
formed in the mouth. The letters are written in sets of 2 or 3, or even 4, and typically consist of 
consonant/vowel combinations. To non-Koreans, the letters may look superficially like Chinese but they 
are much more regular and boxy looking. 
 
This new set of definitives, shown below, which included this King Sejong design, was issued starting in 
1962. The same or similar design was used 4 different times in 4 different printings. Shown from left to 
right are: 
 

 Scott 339 (KPS 191) was from the last Hwan denominated group of definitives 
 Scott 365 (KPS 200) was part of the new "won" white paper series and is denominated in the 

new currency of Cheon and Won 
 Scott 390 (KPS 211) was issued with the postal emblem watermark 
 Scott 519 (KPS 242) is from a set of definitives issued in 1966 where the same designs as 

previous are used, but the stamps are now in a smaller format 
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Note that the Korean Postage Stamp Catalogue recognizes an additional set of stamps printed on 
Granite Paper which are listed in Scott as minor numbers. In this case, Scott 390a (KPS 225) would be 
exactly the same as Scott 390 noted above, except for the paper type. 

 
King Sejong carried out these language reforms by way of a document issued in 1443 called the 

Hunminjeungeum (훈민정음), the literal translation of which is "The Correct/Proper Sounds for the 
Instruction of the People." 
 
It is said that the King himself created this new script and then had his scholars in the Jiphyeonjeon 
compile and publish the document. The document was published in Classical Chinese with a preface 
noting the new script. 
 
In 1993 a new series of definitive stamps (at right) was 
issued with a picture of King Sejong with a portion of 
text of the Hunminjeongeum behind him. These are 
Scott 1594B (KPS 359) and Scott 1733 (KPS 361). These 
high value definitives were used to pay international 
postage rates and parcels.  
 

 
Historically, it is thought that King Sejong introduced Hangul on October 9, 
1446. Due to the importance of Hangul, October 9th has remained a 
commemorative day up to the present in Korea.  In celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of the introduction of Hangul, the stamp shown at left was 
issued on October 9, 1946. This stamp, Scott no. 74 
(KPS C10), is the first of several issued 
commemorating this important day. 
 

 
Similarly, on October 9, 1996, the stamp shown at right was issued for the 550th 
Anniversary of the introduction of Hangul. This remains one of my favorite 
Korean stamps. I really like the dark brown block letters on plain white with the 
simple light blue country name, year and denomination. To me this is a well 
designed and attractive stamp. The Scott no. is 1889 (KPS C1428).  
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In addition to the individual postage 
stamp, a commemorative souvenir 
sheet was issued, Scott no. 1889a 
(KPS C1428a. s/s), with additional 
design elements in the form of a 
spiral created by the block Korean 
script. 
 
 

Less attractive, in my opinion, is this stamp issued in 
commemoration of Hangul Day, Scott no. 2232 (KPS C1954), 
issued on October 9, 2006. This stamp, however, does touch on 
the idea that King Sejong based the shape of his alphabet on the 
articulation points in the human mouth, which is shown by the 
background profile often seen in phonetics textbooks.          
 
 
For the Millenium, from 1999 to 2001, a series of large format 
souvenir sheets were issued commemorating significant events 
and people in Korean history.  Scott no. 1973 (KPS C1575-C1579), 
including the stamps 1973a to 1973e, plus a center bottom label was issued to commemorate the Early 
Chosun or Yi Dynasty (below left). This sheet includes 1973a, King Sejong with Hangul as a backdrop. 
 
King Sejong's legacy was recognized in 2000 with the addition of the Hunmincheongeon manuscript and 
the Annals of the Chosun Dynasty to the UNESCO Memory of the World Register.  
 
This occasion was celebrated with the issuance of a beautiful set of lithographed and engraved stamps 
depicting King Sejong and the two manuscripts. The Scott no. is 2042 (KPS C1626 and C1627) for the 
sheet of 8 stamps and 2042a and 2042b for the two different stamps contained in the sheet (below 
right). 
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References: 
Sejong the Great 
Hunminjeongeum 
Hall of Worthies 
Gyeongbokgung 
Hangul Day 
Korea Old and New, A History by Carter J. Eckert, Ki-baik Lee, Young Ick Lew, Michael Robinson and Edward W. Wager 
The History of Korea by Han Woo-Keun 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: Additional information on the subject and images from the author’s most recent visit to 
Korea may be found on the Forum here.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sejong_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunminjeongeum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hall_of_Worthies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyeongbokgung
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul_Day
http://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/6349/sejong-creation-hangul-korean-script
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Wake Island’s First Official Air Mail Service 
By Steve Tomisek (tomiseksj) 
 
Wake Island, a small coral atoll in the Western Pacific, may best be known for the tenacious defense 
against Japanese attack (December 8-23, 1941) that was carried out by the military garrison under the 
command of Major James P. S. Devereux, U.S. Marine Corps. Prior to that, however, the island had 
played a key role in opening air 
mail routes from the United States 
to the Far East.  
 
In the early 1930s, Juan Trippe, 
the President of Pan American 
World Airways, began work on his 
vision to establish a transpacific 
commercial air service from the 
United States to the Philippine 
Islands and beyond. Given the 
range limitations of the aircraft of that time, a stepping stone approach was required and Wake was 
developed to become one of the four layover and refueling points. 
 

Inaugural service, in what became known as Foreign Air 
Mail Route No. 14 (FAM-14), began on November 22, 
1935 when Pan American’s Martin M-130 Flying Boat, the 
China Clipper, took off from San Francisco Bay under 
command of Captain Edwin C. Musick. The China Clipper 
made intermediate stops in Honolulu, Hawaii, Midway 
Island, Wake Island, and Guam, respectively, before 
arriving in Manila Bay, Philippines on November 29th. The 
return flight departed Manila on December 2, 1935, 
retracing the route originally traveled and arriving in San 
Francisco on December 6th. 

 
Although Wake Island had been a stop on FAM 14 
since 1935, the island lacked a post office. That 
changed when the Post Office Department 
established an office there, effective May 1, 1951. 
The April 10, 1951, Postal Bulletin announced that 
philatelic services would be provided for covers 
carried on Pan American’s first flights over route 
FAM-14 carrying mail east-bound from Wake to 
Honolulu and west-bound from Wake to Guam, after 
Wake’s post office had been established.  
 
Covers on the east-bound segment bore a special 
cachet printed in green; the cachets on the west-
bound segment were printed in magenta. The cachet 
was designed by Louis Schwimmer of the New York 
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Post Office’s drafting section (see images below).  
 
Recent additions to my collection, and the genesis of this article, are two first flight event covers 
showing both the east-bound and west-bound cachets. The oddity on the east-bound cover, a Wake 
postmark of 4 PM, May 1, 1951 and a Honolulu backstamp of 8 AM, May 1st, was the result of the 
International Date Line being situated between the two locations. According to data provided in the 
American Air Mail Catalog, 5,644 covers were carried from Wake to Honolulu on May 1st and 3,661 
covers were flown from Wake to Guam on May 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover flown on east-bound segment: Wake to Honolulu 

 
The envelope shown above, for the Wake to Honolulu flight (May 1, 1951), was copyrighted in 1929 by 
Carl M. Becken. The stamp paying the one ounce domestic air mail rate in effect at the time of mailing 
was the 6 cent magenta, rotary press stamp perforated 11 x 10½ commemorating the 46th anniversary 
of the Wright Brothers first successful flight in a motor-powered airplane near Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina on December 17, 1903. The stamp has no watermark and was issued on December 17, 1949; it 
is identified as C45 by Scott. The cover also bears the green event cachet, a tri-colored Pan American 
World Airways air mail etiquette, and the signature and hand stamp of E. L. Jacobson, the Honolulu Post 
Office Inspector.  
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The stamp on the cover for the first west-bound Wake to Guam flight is the 6 cent carmine, rotary press 
definitive perforated 10 ½ x 11 that features a DC-4 Skymaster. The stamp was issued on January 18, 
1949; it is identified as C39 by Scott and has no watermark. The design of the magenta colored event 
cachet shows more clearly on this cover than that printed in green for the east-bound flight. This cover 
has a Wake postmark dated May 3, 1951 at 5:00 AM and a Guam backstamp of May 3, 1951 at 1:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover flown on west-bound segment: Wake to Guam 

 
Wake Island’s post office was discontinued on June 30, 1972 when it was converted to a branch of the 
Honolulu post office; accordingly, postmarks from Wake Island were applied to covers for slightly more 
than a 21 year period. 
 
References: 
Postal Bulletins 19422 and 19425 
The Air Post Journal, May 1951 (Vol. XXII, No. 8) 
American Air Mail Catalog, Fifth Edition 
USPS Postmaster Finder 
  

https://about.usps.com/who-we-are/postmasterfinder/welcome.htm


 

 

TTHHEE  SSTTAAMMPP  FFOORRUUMM  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  

    VV33..44                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  JJuull--SSeepp  22001199  

 

tthheessttaammppffoorruumm..bbooaarrddss..nneett                                                                                                        AAPPSS  CChhaapptteerr  11559911                                                                                                                                                                              1111  ooff  2255  

 

CINDERELLA CORNER: PART 14 
By Michael Hide (Londonbus1) 
 
It should have been an exciting stamp-filled holiday with lots of new items, philatelic 'meets' and 
memories to bring home and treasure. But it didn't quite work out like that. 
 
It started off well enough, when I found a small hoard of 1940's/50's postcards by Mabel Lucie Attwell at 
a local Antique Fair. Unusually, there were a number of dealers selling both stamps and covers and it 
made for an interesting few hours browsing. I started to admire the cards by Ms. Attwell some time ago, 
typical humour of the day with a touch of class. Some of them don't come cheap. A few are shown 
below. Adorable! 
 

 
 
A few days later, I made my way to the usual holiday haunt, which is the Charing Cross Collectors Market 
in London. Early morning fun and bargaining under a main line railway station that has been a philatelic 
institution since the 1970's. You must have heard this from me in the past, but it is always worth 
another airing. It is simply one of my favourite places to be whilst in England! And this time there were 
many Cinderellas to be found and many peripheral items too. Here are some of the items I found during 
my hunt for the unusual. 
 
As a non-Jew living in Israel, I have always found 
Cinderella items with a Holocaust connection 
fascinating. I need to do some more research on one 
such item I found on a 'Militaria' table at the market, 
which would also fit nicely with other Ration 
Stamps/Coupons. A topic for a future Newsletter 
perhaps? Most likely from a batch of unused Ration 
stamp sheets after the fall of the Ghetto/murder of the 
Jews.  
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The item didn't come cheap (Holocaust ephemera rarely do) but it was an item one could not let go of!  
Sadly, for my wallet, a recurring event every time I visit this market! 
 
It came with a small write-up which I later found was from Wikipedia but worth showing. If only the 
sheet had been signed and addressed.....sigh! 
 

"The occupation of Dębica by Nazi Germany started on September 8, 1939. The Germans created a ghetto 
for town's Jewish population, eventually killing most of them either on the spot or in Auschwitz 
concentration camp. In the forested hills south of the town, strong underground forces operated, with 
numerous units of the Home Army (AK). It was too dangerous for AK's officers to stay in Dębica, thus the 
headquarters of a local underground district (known as Deser) were located at a nearby village of 
Gumniska, located in the hilly area south of the town. Resistance fighters were very active here, often 
attacking the main Kraków-Lwów rail line, used by German troops. In early 1944, units of local Armia 
Krajowa district unsuccessfully tried to blow up a train with Hans Frank, which was passing through the 
village station at Czarna Tarnowska, some 15 kilometres (9 miles) west of Dębica. As a reprisal, on 
February 2, 1944, the Germans murdered 50 Poles by rail track in Dębica (also see Otto Schimek)". 

 
Information about the shady goings-on 
between Format International Security 
Printers and the House of Questa has 
often been patchy and unreliable. I 
recently came across an interesting 
article at this link. Well worth the 
lengthy read for those with an interest 
in philatelic skullduggery and modern 
'errors' (Haha). As luck would have it, I 
found this item at the market while the 
interest was current and it got me 
wondering how many 'sample' stamps 
were out there. Millions?  
 
This one is from the 1991 Christmas 
issue, the 24p stamp from the set of 5. 
It depicts Mary and Joseph in the 
stable. This 'sample' is with a blue 
background and with the Questa 
Balloon Logo in place of the value. The 
white sheet is perforated at the top, 
but with straight or cut edges on the 

other 3 sides so it may be part of a 
larger item. Or it may just be another spurious attempt to make money out of us die-hard collectors! If 
anyone has seen anything like this before, please let me know. Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://golowesstamps.com/reference/formatprinters/The%20House%20of%20Questa/house_of_questa_and_format_international_security_printers.htm
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The above lots are no more than fantasies, but they always add a bit of fun to my Cinderella oddities. 
These don't always come cheap either. A portrait of Heinrich Himmler on fake stamps was used by the 
British to trick the German public into believing he was about to take over from Hitler in 1944! Many 
such reproductions/fantasies exist and are usually collected for a fun sideline. They often emanate from 
Taiwan or the USA. 

------------------------------------------------ 
 
I left this underground gathering of die-
hard collectors to enjoy some London 
sunshine. But the day was to take an 
unfortunate turn as I found myself in the 
hospital receiving treatment and 
undergoing tests until the late afternoon 
and my planned visit to one of my favourite 
Essex Stamp Fairs 'up in smoke'! Such is life. 
The enforced rest that ensued meant I 
could not attend other planned stamp 
events which was a big disappointment. But 
there was an opportunity to see some more 
stamps...one that proved to be exciting, fun 
and sad in equal measure. Two 
unforgettable days spent in the company of 
a lovely family and a trunk-full of gems.                           A very BIG trunk.......FULL of gems! 
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IMPRESSIONS OF A STAMP COLLECTOR – CLIVE SMYTH (ANGPING) 
 
I had known Clive for a long time online. We often exchanged views about our hobby and we both gave 
and received advice from each other. He was very generous with his time; nothing was too much for 
him. When he joined TSF, I was very happy. 
 
We met on a few occasions for both Stamp events and to share our love of Indian food. They are 
memories to treasure. For the most part we chatted about things philatelic. It is true what they 
say…when two philatelists meet, there is only one topic on the agenda!! I knew of his love for the 
Stamps and Postal History of Hong Kong from another forum and was happy to see his excellent posts of 
the same topic on our Stamp Forum.  
 
So, just over a week ago I opened this huge trunk (shown in picture above) to reveal a quite stunning 
collection. Some might call it a hoard and at first glance that was the impression I got. I also found many 
surprises! Stamps and covers I didn't know he had an interest in. The following 36 hours proved to be 
quite the treasure hunt with surprise after surprise.  
 
There weren't many albums, only about 10, but there were many folders (both large and small), 
envelopes, glassines and shoe-type boxes, nearly all labeled and organized. He knew what he was doing. 

I remember him telling me 
once that he had lots of 
'stuff' to put in albums 
when he had the time. I 
wonder how many Stamp 
Collectors have made 
similar statements over the 
years. (I know I have!) It 
was surprising to see a 
collection of Great Britain 
Yearbooks and Booklets, 
with very high face value. I 
had no idea that was an 
interest of his....or maybe I 
had just forgotten! All of 
these were boxed in order. 
There were even a nice lot of 

worldwide Cinderellas which garnered a bit of extra interest from yours truly! He chose well in that 
department, and the packets included some very fine items. 
 
I had the feeling that almost everything was ready to go into albums, so organized was the 'hoard.’ Sadly 
it will never happen. 
 
I spent some time putting odd boxes and folders together with those from the trunk, which I hope Clive 
would have approved of. I then found a large quantity of Philatelic Literature and put those together 
with the collection. All was ready for someone to come and take it away to sell at auction. 
 
I did not look at every item. There were just too much: mint and used stamps from Hong Kong and 
British Aden; Covers and Postcards (used and unused); Commonwealth; WWII Germany & Propaganda; 
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Great Britain, and more. Nearly all that I saw were in good condition, including the stamps of Queen 
Victoria and KEVII. It was clear to me that he went after quality. It was a hugely impressive collection 
and I was very happy to have seen it. It was sad to say goodbye. 
 
Below are a few items from Clive's collection of Stamps and Postal History…and Cinderellas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That's all for this time. I will spend time researching some of the many Cinderella items I found on this 
UK visit and will be showing them in our 'Cinderella Corner' next time. So do come back and read our 
TSF Newsletter for October/November/December. 
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TSF Newsletter Giveaway, July/August/September 2019 
 
As soon as this Newsletter goes up to view I will, hopefully, be able to give details of a special giveaway 
which will include items from Clive Smyth's collection. So keep your eyes peeled on the forum after you 
have read our Newsletter! 
 
Good Luck and Happy Collecting 
Londonbus1 
 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: If you’ve read this far, then surely thoughts of giveaways are fresh in your mind. As many 
of you may recall, numerous pleas for greater participation in the Articles of Distinction selection process 
have been posted on the forum; however, the current participation rate remains poor. 
 
In an attempt to encourage greater participation in this important Forum/APS Chapter selection process, 
we will be conducting a giveaway of yet-to-be determined items. Additional details on the item(s) offered 
in the giveaway will be provided on the Forum as they become available.  
 
The winner(s) will be selected randomly from among the pool of entrants: members will receive one entry 
for each of the polls in which they have participated. So don’t wait, make your selections now! 
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Navigating Our Forum 
Techniques, Tips and Reminders 
 
 The Frequently Asked Questions about Using the Forum category contains a wealth of information 

that should prove useful to members – consider checking it out. 
 
 Use the Quote function judiciously; if you read the Forum using the Recent Posts function and 

would like to respond to a post, navigate to the thread the post is in to see if your reply can be 
posted without having to use a quote. The previous Newsletter has an article on quoting posts. 

 
 If a quote is needed for understanding, edit out any unnecessary text and/or images from the quote 

and take the time to ensure that your response is outside of the quote box.  
 
 To use the Forum’s image host plug-in (the Upload images 

button), you must have an account. To get an account, send 
a request to stampforum.net@gmail.com that includes your 
Forum user ID. This is the Forum’s preferred image host. 

 
 The Add images to post button is a plug-in that uses 

imgbb.com as the host. An ImgBB account is not needed to 
use this method but one can be requested through that host. 

 
 Conduct one-on-one conversations using Forum Personal Messages (PM); doing so via posts in 

threads can be disruptive and detract from the intended subject matter. 
 
 The subject of any thread you create should clearly describe the thread’s subject matter so 

members don’t have to open the thread to determine what it is about.  
 
 Before creating a new thread, use one of the two search options from the 

Navigation bar to see if a similar thread already exists; if one does, add to it 
rather than creating a new one. 

 
 If you want to start a thread on a country not yet listed on the Forum, send a 

request via PM to @Admin. A listing of countries that don’t yet have boards can be viewed here. 
Making the request in a post risks it not being noticed and acted upon. 

 
 If you are willing to share your mailing address with other like-minded members, request being 

added to the Mailing Address group; include your full name, user ID and complete mailing address. 
 

 If you create a thread in the Buy, Sell, Trade category, please let Admin or a Moderator know when 
the listing has ended – use either the Report Post function or send a PM. 

 
 If you have a question or encounter a problem, reach out to Admin or a Moderator via PM. 
 
 Remember that civility is a required virtue on The Stamp Forum; treat all members with courtesy 

and respect. 
  

mailto:stampforum.net@gmail.com
http://thestampforum.boards.net/post/58550/thread
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Philatelic Travelogue:  Van Gogh, Bridges & History in Provence 
By Chris Dorn (Beryllium Guy) 
 
For those who do not know my story, in brief, I am a U.S. expatriate living in southeastern France, in a 
region known as Provence.  As it happens, Marseille, the second largest city in France after Paris, is 
located here.  My wife and I live in Aix-en-Provence, a town of over 140,000 people, located about a 30-
minute drive north of Marseille. 
 
The entire Provence region has a long history, going back more than 2,000 years.  There are many 
vestiges of the Roman Empire around our town, and in many of the other villages and towns in 
Provence.  This past weekend, we decided to do some exploring in some of those other places.  We 
signed up for a day trip with three stops in other parts of Provence. 
 
Les Baux-de-Provence 
 
The village of “Les Baux” (pronounced like “lay-bo”) takes its name from the Provençal word meaning 
“rocky spur.”  Going back in history to the Roman era, Les Baux was home to many mines and quarries.  
In that regard, the mineral used for making aluminum was originally discovered there, and in turn, took 
its name “bauxite” from the name of the village.  Les Baux is truly a village, also, as it is a home to fewer 
than 500 full-time residents. 
 
Some of those ancient quarries were used to extract limestone, and a few of them have now been 
repurposed into an unusual cultural/artistic attraction, called the “Carrières de Lumières,” which roughly 
translates to “Quarries of Lights”.  This is a computer-generated show that projects images onto the 
massive columns, walls, floors, and ceilings inside the cavernous old quarries. 

 
The subject of the light show changes from year to year.  This 
year’s edition features the paintings of Vincent Van Gogh, the 
famous but troubled Dutch artist who spent the last few years of 
his life in France, and some of it in Provence.  Van Gogh lived from 
1853-1890.  The show is fascinating, as it animates and projects 
images from Van Gogh’s paintings, making them come to life and 
giving the visitor the impression of being a part of the painting. 
 
It is a bit hard to describe, but, in effect, discrete elements from 
the paintings come to life and are able to move around in relation 
to other elements in the painting, including the background.  
There is an excellent video on the attraction’s website. 
 
Thanks to attractions like the light show, the tiny village of Les 
Baux now attracts more than a million visitors per year.  As we 
only had a limited time in Les Baux, we spent that seeing the 
attraction. In the future, we hope to return to see the village and 
the ruins of the old chateau. 

Van Gogh Self-Portrait on France, Scott 
816, 30-franc bright greenish blue 
commemorative stamp issued in 1956. 

 

https://www.carrieres-lumieres.com/en/node/887


 

 

TTHHEE  SSTTAAMMPP  FFOORRUUMM  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  

    VV33..44                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  JJuull--SSeepp  22001199  

 

tthheessttaammppffoorruumm..bbooaarrddss..nneett                                                                                                        AAPPSS  CChhaapptteerr  11559911                                                                                                                                                                              1199  ooff  2255  

 

Pont du Gard 
 
The next stop on our tour was at the Pont du Gard (pronounced like “pone-dew-gar”), which translates 
to “Bridge in the Gard Region.” In fact, the Pont du Gard is actually a Roman era aqueduct that was 
designed and built to bring water to the town of Nîmes, over a distance of about 50km (30 mi).  Today, 
there is a bridge that allows visitors to walk along the lower arches of the Pont, but that was constructed 
around 1703 to stabilize the original structure. 
 
Just as with the Colosseum in Rome, it seems that in the centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire, 
the Pont was used by local residents as a source of stone for other building projects.  It had become 
dangerously unstable at one point, so the lower level bridge was built to stabilize the original structure, 
and it also enabled visitors to easily walk the length of the aqueduct without needing to scale its heights 
or go through the river. 
 
From a philatelic point of view, the Pont du Gard is featured in all its splendor on a French 
commemorative stamp issued in 1929-31, a 20-franc red brown design with three varieties distinguished 
by die and perforation differences according to Scott:  253, 254, and 254A. 
 

 
(Left) Pont du Gard on France, Scott 254A, 20-franc orange brown commemorative stamp issued in 1931. 
(Right) Pont du Gard on France, Scott 2978j, 0.50€ multi-colored commemorative stamp issued in 2003.  Stamp 
images courtesy of Xavier Bonnin (hrdoktorx). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of the Pont du Gard taken on the day of our visit in June 2019. 
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Town of Arles 
 
The third and final stop on our tour was Arles, a town on the western edge of Provence of about 50,000 
people, which is approximately one-third the size of Aix.  The town is known for having some of the best 
Roman-era buildings, including an Amphitheatre that is still used today for bull fights and other events, 
such as concerts and shows. 
 
One of the town’s other claims to fame is that it was home to Van Gogh for more than a year in 1888-89, 
and a number of his famous paintings depict scenes in and around the town of Arles.  During this period, 
Van Gogh also worked with other artists, including Paul Gaugin.  Sadly, Van Gogh suffered from mental 
illness, and he eventually left Arles to check himself into an institution, where he committed suicide in 
1890. 
 
One of Van Gogh’s famous paintings from Arles is titled “The Yellow House”, a place which functioned as 
both residence and studio for the artist.  When we arrived in Arles during our tour, the site of the Yellow 
House was our first stop. 
 

 
 
(Left) The site of Van Gogh’s residence 
as it appears today.  The four-story 
building is clearly visible in the painting 
as standing directly behind “The Yellow 
House.” 
 
 
 
(Below) Van Gogh’s composition “The 
Yellow House” painted in 1888. 

 
 

In Arles they have a nice set-up for tourists 
interested in Van Gogh’s works.  They have 
panels displayed at 10-12 locations around 
the town.  One of Van Gogh’s paintings is 
shown on each of these panels, and the 
panels are positioned in such a way as to give 
the viewer the same perspective on the 
modern day scene that was captured by the 
artist back in the day.  It is a clever and 
interesting way to view the art, and see the 
actual place from the artist’s point of view. 
 
As I said, our first stop in Arles was at the site 
of Van Gogh’s “The Yellow House.”  It was 
clear from looking at the panel and the scene 
before us that we were seeing the same 
perspective as the painting, but our guide informed us that, alas, the Yellow House itself was no longer 
there, although he did not say how that had come about. 
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So, we moved on from there, and did an independent walking 
tour of the town, primarily visiting some of the Roman-era 
ruins, such as the Amphitheatre and the Baths of Constantine.  
To me, the Amphitheatre looked more like what I would have 
called a coliseum, but that is the official name of the site. 
 
 
Here is the painting shown on Netherlands, 
Scott 1385, which is actually the number for a 
personalized stamp into which the buyer can 
insert an image of choice. 

 
 
 

After completing our tour of the baths, we decided to walk back to our meeting point along the left bank 
of the Rhone River, as it would be easier for us to find our way back rather than trying to go through the 
winding streets of the town.  It was a fine day, and there was a nice stone walking path along the river 
bank, so off we went.  As the winding path of the river took us both east and north, we noticed what 
appeared to be an unusual stone monument right on the bank of the river as we got closer to the 
northern edge of town.  We wondered what it was, and why it was located right on the water.  What we 
were seeing did not seem to be noted on the tourist map. 
 
As we approached the monument, we could see that there were two majestic stone lions, each resting 
on its own pillar, at the top.  We spotted a plaque on the side of the structure that told us that it was 
actually one end of a bridge that had once spanned across the Rhone.  The only remnants of the bridge 
now were the two abutments, one on either bank of the river, and a couple of the piles in the river that 
had supported the span. 
 
 

Photo of the Pont des Lions left bank abutment taken 
on the day of our visit in June 2019.  Despite the 
restoration in 2008, the structure is showing its age 
these days. 

 
The plaque told us that this abutment had been a part of a 
railway bridge placed into service in 1868, called the Lion 
Bridge (Pont des Lions), and that the bridge had been 
destroyed in the bombings of Arles on 6 August 1944.  The 
plaque also stated that the four lions were sculpted by 
Pierre Louis Rouillard (1820-1881), and that the 
abutments had been restored in 2008. 
 
Post-Visit Research 
 
Naturally, I found all of this quite fascinating and a bit of a mystery, this vestige of the past, so I was 
determined to unravel more of the story about the bridge and its demise.  I learned that the Lion Bridge 
was a viaduct bridge, meaning that it had a long span, which needed supports over its length.  While the 
supports (piles) were made of stone, the actual deck of the bridge was made from a rectangular metal 
tube, a type of bridge no longer built today. 
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Picture postcard of the Lion Bridge in Arles, showing the complete structure, but also taken from the left bank, 
which is the Arles side of the Rhone River.  This example of the postcard was franked with a France, Scott 138, 10-
centime rose red definitive stamp depicting “The Sower” issued in 1903, and in this instance postmarked in 1905. 

 
It also happens that the lion is the symbol of Arles, and the sculptor Rouillard elected to pose each of his 
lions sitting atop a plinth, with one paw extended over the coat of arms of Arles, surveying the town 
with a regal gaze.  Each lion is about 3 meters (10 ft.) high.  Over the years, I have seen my share of 
stone lions, marking the entrances to museums, libraries, and court buildings, but I think that these are 
magnificent and arguably the finest I have ever seen.  I am so glad that I stumbled across them 
unexpectedly during my visit, and that they were still there for me to find. 
 
The irony of this story is that during the visit, I did not realize that there was any connection between 
the Lion Bridge and the Yellow House of Van Gogh, other than that they were both located in Arles.  
From cross-referencing various sources, it later became clear to me that, in fact, the Van Gogh house is 
no longer there not because of neglect or the normal ebb and flow of changes in urban landscapes, but 
because it was destroyed by an errant munition during the same bombings that were designed by the 
Allied Forces in World War II to take out the Lion Bridge, ostensibly for the purpose of preventing the 
German forces from using it. 
 
A Final Thought 
 
Those who do not learn from history, it is said, are doomed to repeat it.  The story of the Lion Bridge and 
the Yellow House of Van Gogh is perhaps one of those chapters of history that would now be lost to 
obscurity without our modern means to rediscover it.  This year will mark the 75th anniversary of the loss 
of these two pieces of history, the bridge and the house. 
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So, what is the lesson to be learned from this story?  To my thinking, it is that we should do our utmost 
to recognize, treasure, and preserve the history that we have, because as world events unfold all around 
us, we can never know from one day to the next which pieces of history will remain and which will not 
survive.  That is why it is important for us to document history for future generations when we have the 
chance, and stamp collecting can help us to do that. 
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Editor’s Note: Beryllium Guy has wisely noted the importance of documenting history for the benefit of 
future generations. This holds true for philatelic information posted on the Forum, as well as that 
contained within these pages. 
 
In regard to the former, whenever posting images on the Forum, please ensure that you have provided a 
description of the images so that they can appear in search results. Posts with images but no associated 
textual description have little chance of being found in a search. 
 
As to the latter, not only are electronic copies of the Forum’s Newsletters stored on the Forum, they are 
also being maintained in the American Philatelic Research Library’s digital collection. Also, the article 
selected by our membership each year to be the Chapter’s APS Article of Distinction is posted on the APS 
website. 
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A “Future Newsletter Article” Giveaway 
By Steve Tomisek (tomiseksj) 

 
Some of you may recall my pointing out in a previous issue of the Newsletter that I’ve been expanding 
the scope of my collecting with a view toward acquiring items that I think might form the basis of 
interesting submissions to this publication.  
 
I’ve found that convincing myself that I’m doing it for the good of the Forum is a great way to rationalize 
my stamp purchases! 
 
Areas that I’ve recently begun collecting with a view toward future articles are:  WWII rationing 
ephemera (U.S.), 1935 China Clipper first flights, U.S. postal and war savings stamps and ephemera, the 
Pacific ’97 exhibition and issuances, and test (or dummy) stamps. 
 
Given the Newsletter’s quarterly publication frequency and my seemingly constant feeling that I need to 
acquire more material before I’ve got enough to prepare an interesting article, I can’t predict which of 
those will be the subject of my next submission or when they might be ready for publication. 
 
Because I don’t want to delay future giveaways until the articles have been written, and because I 
believe that those of you who have read this far should somehow be rewarded, I am offering the below 
two items as a “Newsletter only” giveaway; there will be no associated posting on the forum. To be 
included in the draw, send a Forum personal message (PM) to me with the subject “Future Newsletter 
Article Giveaway.” In the body of the PM, please identify the item that you’d prefer to receive, if you are 
first in the randomized list of entrants. 
 
The drawing for each item will take place on or about August 1, 2019. The 14 day/50 post membership 
requirement for participation does not apply to this giveaway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             Scott TD 107a Line Pair 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                            Scott O123 
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In Closing… 
 
This brings to an end the first issue of the Newsletter prepared by the new editorial team. Although it 
contains less content than that of previous issues, we hope you found something of interest within its 
pages. 
 
Our plan is to have the next issue, covering the period October – December 2019, completed by late-
September. In order to meet that target, we’d like to receive your submissions during the first week of 
September. 
 
If we are going to continue to publish a Newsletter, we need member support in submitting material. 
Anything of a philatelic nature will be considered (e.g., a catalog or book review, what I collect and why, 
a stamp show or bourse review, an intro to my local club, etc.).  
 
If you’d like to try your hand at writing something for publication but aren’t sure how to go about it, 
contact one of the editorial staff and we’ll be happy to assist.  
 
Lastly, don’t forget to identify your favorite articles from each of the four issues published this year – 
this link will take you to the polls.  
 
Thanks for your support! 
 

 

 
The Stamp Forum’s Site Map 

 

http://thestampforum.boards.net/board/629/2019-competition-volume-october-september

